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Abstract

Cultural Sovereignty ‘Jeju Haenyo” and the Naval

Base: Observation and Expectation in Social Science

Chun, Kyung-Soo*

I like to believe that positivistic experimental science should be our target
based on the freedom of thought in terms of doing social science. During the
modernization process in its relatively long history under the endless
domination and exploitation, the word ’society’ seemed not to be able to
express its own reality through the necessary keen observation and careful
expectation. | believe that there is no room for us to talk about science with
our voice if we would not have a chance of the concerned reflexivity to
review the phenomena of the perennially imported science in the name of
academism. Doing social science seems not to be focusing on critics at its
final purpose. If anyone tries to do that, it jeopardizes everything related
with life incuding science because of the supposedly weak position of
observation and expectation for the science as the first-hand step.

I suggest that the word of ‘Jeju’ in terms of the language hegemony to
search for toponymy should be deleted and, instead, like to revive the word
of "Tamna’ by means of cultural sovereignty and identity of this island. I like
also to ask for dropping the word of “Haenyo'(sea-divers) and revitalize the

word of ‘Jamsoo’ instead. The reason why I raise this issue is based on the

* Professor, Department of anthropology, Seoul National University
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colonial knowledge long and deeply rooted in the history of domination and
hegemony around this island. I do especially point at the expression of ‘Jeju
Haenyo' as a sort of the nested colonialism “Tamna Jamsoo' should be
replaced for it for the shake of the islanders’ cultural sovereignty and
identity.

There seems to be a mind-boggling and explosive feeling of unsafety and
uncertainty based on ongoing debates of the construction of the naval base in
this island. This situation could be either crisis or opportunity for the fate of
this island. It is the time to use the keen observation and furthermore the
careful expectation in terms of doing social science. Human issue seems to be
naturally negentropic. The previous Okinawan case in the context of history
can be employed for our lessons for examining the whole process of the
crisis and opportunity for the future of this island. It provides us for a role
of the mirror for experimentation for the necessary expectation.

Key Words: Social Science, Identity, Cultural Sovereignty, Naval

Base, ‘Tamna Jamsoo’, Nested Colonialism
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