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Abstract
A Study on the Methods to Sing ‘Women Divers' Rowing Songs’

“Women Divers Rowing Songs(Haenyeo Nojeonneun Norae) were sung by the
method of repeated singing or relayed singing by a couple of women divers
rowing at left and right sides of a boat or a team of women divers rowing at
lefc and right sides and a oarsman rowing oar at boat tail, when they were
going to the mainland for marine job or going to catch marine products, and
the song has been transmitted not only to Jeju Island but also to other
seashore regions of mainland.

The methods to sing <Women Divers' Rowing Songs> are consisted
mostly with repeated singing and relayed singing. The background of the
reason for this coupled singing of songs was found on the structure of
sailing boats and characteristics of the place of oral narration. In case of
leading chorus by the oarsman and following chorus by women divers, the
boat was passing a dangerous area or they were in an urgent situation with
angry waves, In this case, the oarsman takes in charge of the role to
maintain the direction of the boat and to control the rowing speed, and the
women divers take in charge of rowing to the tunes and rhythms of the
song sung by oarsman who is the person of leading chorus. In the case that
women divers sing the leading song and following song, they are sailing in a
safe area of the sea.

This paper was performed through contextual consideration of <Women
Divers' Rowing Songs> focused on the singing methods which have been
overlooked in previous studies on <Women Divers' Rowing Songs>. Further
studies on <Women Divers' Rowing Songs> are necessary to be performed

focused on tellings and tunes, oral narration and transmission situation,
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personal history and consciousness of informants, the relationship with and the

living situation of the residents at the place of marine job.

Key words : Haenyeo Nojeonneun Norae, Women Divers Rowing Songs, singing
methods, women divers, oarsman, repeated singing, relayed

singing



