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Geographical Interpretation of Changes in the Agricultural Environments of
Western Jeju Island
- Based on the case of Kosan-Ri in Hangyeong-Myeon -
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Abstract : As a result of active responses by local residents against the natural environments of the island, the
agricultural environments of Jeju Island show different aspects in different areas. This study focused on examining
the changes in the agricultural environments of western Jeju Island through the case of Kosan-Ri in Hangyeong-
Myeon, Jeju Island. Kosan-Ri is a typical area in Jeju Island where unusually we can see farmlands without a
brick wall due to its geological conditions. Rectangular farmlands were developed in Kosan-Ri through the land
consolidation project carried out between 1975 and 1976, and local residents overcame their poor agricultural
environments by themselves by introducing agricultural machinery, establishing tube wells and elevated water
tanks, and constructing agricultural irrigation canals accordingly. Recently, Kosan-Ri residents are focusing on
minimizing their poor natural environments by introducing new agricultural management methods such as the
introduction of the selective crop production system, windbreak and brick walls against the wind and vinyl
greenhouses. In conclusion, the specific agricultural management method required for overcoming climatic
constraint conditions such as strong wind and low precipitation are being established in Kosan-Ri, and also
various agricultural landscape elements are being appeared together.

Key words: Kosan-Ri, farmlands without a brick wall, land consolidation project, agricultural management

method, agricultural landscape elements
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