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The Mythological Importance of
“Igong—bonpuri”(a Shaman Myth)

Lee, Soo Ja

Ewha Woman’s University

“Igong—bonpuri” is a shaman myth recited in the shamanistic pra-
ctices in Chejudo. Its synopsis is as follows:

The husband, named as Administrator of “Sochon” flower garden,
set out with his pregnant wife towards the new work place. But she
was forced to give up the journey because of her physical condition.
Finally, they parted each other: The husand went on his way and the
wife was sold and left behind as a servant in the house of “Changja”
(denomination of a rich man). Changja, lustful and greedy, tried to
violate her in vain. She managed to protect herself well and later gave
birth to a boy. Her son, once grown up, escaped from Changja’s house
to go to “Sochon” flower garden, looking for his own father. This
made Changja furious enough to do away with the mother. Following
a revenge by killing Changja, the son saved his mother’s life with the
“Flower of Life” which his father had given to him, and the son retu-
rned to Sochon flower garden with his mother.

This kind of story, somewhat like a myth, passed on generations th-
rough different ways in the (Korean) Peninsula. We can see it in a
shaman song, in the legend(legend of origin of Chirim Buddhist tem-
ple), in the Buddhist scripture of “Sok~—bo—sang—jol”(Anrakguk-
taeja—gyong) and even in the novel(Anrakguk-—jon). Throughout
years, the Igongbonpuri has been brought up with academic interests

and the theory that the story was influenced by Buddhist scripture
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(Anrakguktaeja— gyong) of Korean Peninsula has been established up
to now.

This paper is written with the purpose that this theory might be
reconsidered. If we look into the importance of “Igong—bonpuri” th-
rough mythical titles, shamanistic languages, the 12 structures in the
big shamanistic practices and “Sochon” flower garden, it is obvious
that the “Igong—bonpuri” is a myth created at the same time when
shamanistic practices formed.

It can be heard the recitation of Igong—bonpuri in Chejudo as well
as Pyongando. Geographical differences explain quite clearly why
“Igong—bonpuri” is well preserved its original form in Chejudo, while
it is modified in Pyongando. “Igong—bonpuri” was created with the
formation of shamanistic practices and accordingly we have to trace
its origin in the remote past. This leads us to the conclusion that
“Igong—bonpuri” had influence on development of the legend of ori-
gin of Chirim Buddhist temple or the Buddhist scripture rather than
it was influenced by “Anrakguktaeja—gyong”.



