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Process of Settlement Establishment and
Transformation in Udo Fishing Villages

Kang, Man-lk

Department of Geography
Dongguk University

Udo settlement began in 1842 when people obtained forest clearing
permission from the government. This paper is to explain the cha-
nging situations of Udo fishing villages. Looking at population struc-
ture, Udo shows a female predominance. Rapid depopulation has occu-
rred due to emigration for the purpose of occupation and education,
which began in 1980.

Fishery is composed of fisherhoat fishing and seaweeds gathering.
Fisherboat fishing production has been low, compared with seaweeds
production gathered by women divers(Haenyeo). Recently, however,
the number of women divers is decreasing and, therefore, seaweeds
gathering may have declined after 10 years. Agriculture is advancing
since 1990 and agricultural production and revenue are increasing co-
ntinuously. To economize labor force, as a new crop, soil beans were
introduced in 1989.

Settlement pattern is composed of houses, arable lands, roads etc.
Houses have many kinds of functions such as places for storing fi-
shing tools and repairing nets. The house structure of Udo fishing vil-
lages has changed. Also the arrangement form of a house and the in-
ner space structure in a house have changed in pursuit of convenie-

nce.
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