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Socioeconomic Change of the Rural Villages
in Cheju Islands : 1959~1989

Chun, Kyung —soco
Han, Sang —Bok
Dept. of Anthropology, Seoul National University

This research has been focusing on the socioeconomic changes in
the rural villages in Cheju Islands and finding out the main factors
influencing the changes. There was a survey research done at the
yvear of 1959 and we fortunately keep the questionnaires done
through interviews at that time. The result of the survey has never
been analyzed. We use these data to understand the socioeconomic
situations of '50s in the area. And we have also accomplished
another survey research employing the same style of questions for
the ’80s. By comparison. between these two sets of questionnaires,
we could review continuity and changes with the 30years difference
in terms of cultural change.

This kind of the longitudinal research could suggest the
alternative strategies for the community development in the
specific areas as well as for evaluation of the former changes and
development project introduced.

We pick up two villages in the islands : one from the northern
region and another one from the southern. We have also done a
slightly deep level of the qualitative research by the survey one in
order to support and examine the outcome of the questionnaires.

l.et us eptomize Lhe results: the average size of the household has
been much smaller while the relationship among family members
seems to be almost continuous. The age of the first marriage has
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been delayed. This change has happened more greatly to the female
side in comparison with the male one. Residents has been equipped
with the idea of which the general level of the living standards has
been better than before while the economic situation of the
individual household has been much more dependent to the outside.
Self —sufficiency has been greatly dominated by the market
economy in general and this trend of course intreduced by the
development programme initiated by the central government has
been providing the situation of the commercializing the peasant
agricultural sector. The integrity among the kin members is rather
weaker. However, the ancestral ceremonies are still functioning
the key role to congregate among the family and kin members.

Generally speaking, the technology sector has been greatly
changed by looking at agricultural activities in which the cash crop
has been introduced and relatively well transplanted alongside the
mechanization of the farming methods. In terms of the sector of
(sacial) organization, the size of each family has been smaller while
the neighborhood relations like the rotating credit association has
been greatly changed by means of purpose and target. However,
the ideology sector has not been experienced a great deal of change
in comparison with both of technology and organization. Ideclogy
sector of the residents in the 1slands should be claimed as still very
much conservative. Therefore we could point out the sectorially
stratified changes among different sectors like technology,
organization, and ideclogy of which are main components of a
culture.

We would like to suggest a kind of utilitarian means for the
future development project to be being applied for the Cheju
Islands. People want 1o live in the villages if the selilement project
should be well organized and the SOC for the village level could be
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improved. Peasants have always been rationalized through their
living- and producing and marketing their products. They are
looking forward to meeting with the national level of the various
kinds of development projects soliciting their felt — needs.
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