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A Comparative Study of thePrinciple of
Coexistence and Love in Cheju and Greek
Mythology”

Yang, Yeong—-So0
Dept. of English Education, Cheju National University

This study identifies the characteristics of Cheju and Greek
mythologies by attaching 'peace motif’ to the former and ’strife
motif’ to the latter. These two different kinds of motif make Cheju
and Greek mythologies widely contrasting in the principle of
coexistence. In Cheju mythology, the basic relationships between
the heterogeneous elements within humanity are peaceful, unlike the
violent strife in  Greek mythology. The two son-gods of
Chonjiwang, the creator god of Cheju mythology, agree to designate
the ruler of the present and next world by way of a peaceful
contest of growing flowers. Ko-eulla, Yang-eulla, and Pu-eulla,
who are the three divine founders of the Tam-na Dynasty(the
ancient state of Cheju Island), divide their territory among
themselves quite peacefully, by shooting arrows in three different
directions. The succession of ruling power in Greek mythology is
always violent.

The principle of peaceful coexistence in Cheju mythology can
also be seen in its ecstatic gods, who are eager to adapt their
extraordinary and peculiar traits to the ordinary world which is
generally represented by the Confucian tenets. In Greek mythology,
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the ecstatic element (represented by Dionysus) is quite defiant and
quarrelsome to the sober world. It is quite a usual practice in
Cheju history that shamanistic and Confucian gods, the ancestral
genii, were worshipped in the same place, while in Greek
mythology the ecstatic element, Dionysus, and rational element,
Apollo, are antagonistic to each other. Another instance of different
principles of coexistence can be seen in the goddesses of love. In
Greek mythology, Aphrodite, the goddess of amorous love, is
antagonistic to Hera, the goddess of domestic love, while in Cheju
mythology amorosity and domesticity are compatible within one
goddess, Jachongbi.

in the case of Cheju mythology, the functional gods, as well as
the human characters, are showing only a moralistic, humanitarian
principle of love. This seems to be because these gods are
originally elevated into their sacred status from humanity owing to
their moralistic merits and their will to love and help men, which
gives rise to the lack of the human reality in this mythology.
Unlike classical Greek mythology, Cheju mythology has yet to be
reconstructed and revitalized by the creative writers and artists of
this district.@



