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Marriages in a Village of Rural Cheju in the
Late 19th Century

Lee, Chang-Kee
Dept. of Sociology, Yeungnam University

This study is intended to investigate the characteristics of marriage
custom of rural Cheju in the late 19th century. The data used in this
studly are drawn from the triennial household register
data(Ho-jok-jung-cho) of Deoksu-ri in Cheju Island, 1897.

It is found in this study that the characteristic factors of familial
institutions in today’s Cheju can be traced back to those of the 19th
century. Some of the findings are as follows.

1. The age at first marriage of women ranged from 15 to the late
20s, especially clustered round the age of 17-21. It seems that early
marriage was not widely practiced in Cheju Island in the 19th century.

2. Wife-seniority was found in one third and over of married couples
in this village. Although the practice of wife-seniority was common
among the yang-ban class in traditional Korea, it was known to be rare
in rural Cheju in the 19th century due to the absence of yang-ban
culture.  However, this study shows that wife-seniority was widely
practiced in this area during the late 19th century. This finding has
significant implications for the future study. The widespread practice of
wife-seniority in rural Cheju during the time, it can be inferred that,
resulted from the importance of female labor force, which is a
characteristic feature of socio-economic aspects of Cheju Island.

3. Concubinage was also common in Cheju during the late 19th
century. Many husbands were found to keep concubines with or
without their legal wives. Although the concubines should hold lower
social statuses than the legal wives, their social statuses seemd to be
quite stable since the concubinage was widely recognized as a
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customary arrangement within the marital institution in Cheju Island
during the time.

4. Village endogamy, one of the distinctive features of marriage
customs in Cheju Island, was also found to be widespread in this
village, accounting for 40 percent of all the marriages under
investigation. In many cases, village enodogamy was practiced for two
or three generations.

5 It is also found that kyopsadon-marriages, marriages between
in-laws, were not uncommon in rural Cheju. This seems to be a way
of reinforcing social cohesion among the kin groups.

6. Finally, it should be pointed out that the data on male ages in this
household register were extensively distorted on purpose. This
. falsification in raw data should be taken into a careful consideration in
the future study and a further investigation on this matter needs to be
followed. @



