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A Study of Folknarrative’s Characters in

Cheju Island
Heo, Chun
Department of Korean Language and Literature, Cheju
National University

Summary

Human beings originally had one homogeneous culture which caused
similar folk narratives in different areas. The narratives changed
according to the native’s situations and their thinking so there are
differences even between similar narratives in every area. The
difference between Cheju and the mainland is a divergence of degree
not of classification and this difference is related not to superiority but
to distinction.

Examined so far, we can draw several results as follows:
shamanism mingled with competition and corporation, but it accepted a
foreign god and tended toward corporation. This fact isn't so much
different from the mainland. The characteristic feature of shamanism in
Cheju is the remarkable aggression and strong personality of women.
There are many fung shui narratives all over Korea. One
di..inguishing characteristics of Cheju folk narratives is that there are
many stories in which the wings of the herculean baby are destroyed
he is still a little stronger than other babies. Futhermore the extreme
resistance, the regret at being unsuccessful, and the malice which the
narrative contain have been weakened in the Cheju versions. The folk
narrative characters typically live very carefree lives. Making an idol
of snakes is unique Cheju phenomenon, but common sense tell us to
hate snakes. Myth, legend, and folktale are mixed and shamanistic
stories are recorded in the form of folktales and thus are preserved
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unchanged. The woman giant narrative is also spread through every
part of Korea and there are many women stories in Cheju where
women have a great power than in the mainland. The story in which
a slave girl was expelled just because she ate boiled rice shows the
poverty of Cheju. In another story obscene talk is hardly passed from
mouth to mouth and this is connected with family relationship.
‘In-laws’ sleeping together is ‘instinct desire for deviation desire’.
Differently from shamanism, the reason that a folktale which has a
mistress story as a topic is not present among the Cheju folktales is
that Cheju culture does.

In Cheju folktales, the mother-in-law, daughter-in-law relationship
doesn’t have a wicked and undutiful daughter-in-law especially. This
comes from peculiar family system on Cheju Island. In a ballad, hatred
against a husband's mistress and his family is described directly. Because
it is recorded, a ballad can be truer than a narrative in showing emotion.
The relationships between a mistress and a wife and mother-in-law and
daughter-in-law are basically the same as in the mainland. However Cheju
has less hostility against mistress and in-laws than any other areas. It
is common in all of korea that folktales as well as shamanistic stories
describe more wicked stepmother than mistresses.

In “Kim Tong-cheong Narrative”, we may think Mr. Kim is worse
than Kim Bang-kyeong. Because Cheju people tend to exclude people
who are not from Cheju. Cheju people represented the mind heading
for Utopia in difficulty and hardship. The narratives in Cheju also have
many influences from outsideieven if this were not true, they came
from every region and common consciousness. However, the high class

considers these as the mail characteristic of Cheju narratives.



