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The History of Cheju ‘Homi’ Village in
the Life History with a Focus on the
4-3

Lee, Jung-joo

Summary

This study is an attempt to remake the history of 4 -3 from the
femninist perspective with the help of Cheju women’s oral testimony.

This study is also attempting to reveal how Cheju people's 4 -3
experience differ from the nation’s historiography which has degraded
the accident as a mere communist riot, by re-presenting Cheju
women'’s 4 - 3 experiences from victim’s point of view. And by doing
so, this work tries to challenge predominant interpretation of the 4 - 3
made by the governmental authority.

And this study is to explain the fact that women and men have
experienced the same reality of 4 - 3 in a different way according to
their gender, setting up gender difference as a main tool for the history
analysis. The existing discussions on this matter have explained the '
4+3 "’ by binding all the Cheju islanders, regardless of their gender,
under the universal category, pretending gender neutrality. Such
approach on this issue is , however, no more than an overgenerali~
zation of men’s case based on their experiences and perspective. Let
alone its failure to deal with women’s historical role, this approach
even distorts the facts on women’s experiences. So this study is to
visualize women's experiences and activities which have been excluded
and marginalized by the existing 4 - 3 discussions, and futhermore to
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question and challenge the stereotype on gender role as well as the
androcentrism in the conventional 4 - 3 discussions.

To achieve these goals and to collect original sources of women's
experience who underwent 4-3, a fieldwork was conducted in a
mountain village. During the fieldwork, I kept the record of individual
women'’s life history with a focus on the 4 -3 experiences. And as
supplementary materials, this study referred to the materials such as
printed matter, literary works, and movies that dealt with related
issues. And I participated in several symposiums and cultural
performances held in Cheju and Seoul.

This content is constituted with 4 parts in its chronological order.

Chapter 1 deals with the issues at hand, the perspective and the
method of the study, and the fieldwork process. The fieldwork process
i1s described with an emphasis on the ethical problems which is
especially sensitive issue in 4 - 3.

Chaper 2 remakes the rising and the developmental process of 4 - 3.
And it shows how the conflict of the reserched village was expressed
in the liberated zone, and in what way it affected the developmental
process of 4-3, and finally what role the women's took in that
process.

Chapter 3 shows what kind of changes were made in the villages
after the event, and how the survivals coped with such changes in
terms of the women's experiences. Chapter 4 continues to analyze how
the gender division in labor and the androcentric order were
reorganized and sustained under the situation where the whole village
community was destroyed completely and unbalanced sex ratio began
to appear due to 4 - 3.

In chapter 4, 1 attempted to deal with the issue of how the
leadership system of the newly built village was reorganized after 4 - 3
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and to reveal how the history of a village has been dramatically
changed according to the interest of the people concerning 4 - 3

4 - 3 is the accident that has made a huge impact on almost every
part of the Cheju society. The existing 4 - 3 studies, however, tend to
give more weight to the political history pursuing historical facts
because of the social need. At the present situation, this study temps
to expand the scope of 4 -3 research and to grope for the possible
many different accesses to 4 - 3 study by approaching the matter from
the feminist perspective. Such work will help to get fuller
understanding of 43 by including the ‘lost half in the previous
studies, and it will also provide the experimental source that will help
to make a new paradigm of history that uses gender difference as a
major analytic tool.



