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FERAEET,(19%), 31 F

“Narratives of a mythical kind which serve to account for social conditions occur
but seldom among the records of savage or barbarous peoples,”

“The examination of nature-myths has now led us to the principle that people do
not mythologize about the uniform and the familiar.”

W. H. Rivers, “The Sccialogical Significance of Myth” in Robert Georges ed.
Studies on Mythology (1968), p. 31 & 35.
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RNl A,
In the spirit of the basic Chinese --- perhaps already Early Chou, but certainly
Confucian --- view of proper action, the virtue of the hero lies in his accord with
the order of nature, as a consequence of which he is supported in his task by the
mandate and revealed Great Plan of heaven itself. Oriental Mythology: The
Masks of God. p., 392.
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A comparative study of Cheju and chinese
mythologies

Yang, Young-Soo
Summary

Mythology is often said to be representative of the archetype of the
cosmological way - of thinking of each ethnic group, and this kind of
archetypal thinking becomes evident when myths of each nation are
studied in comparative context. This paper is to study Cheju and
Chinese mythologies comparatively since, as we see now, Cheju Island
and China are becoming closer neighbors on a cultural as well as
econormical basis,

Three major points of difference have been selected here between
Cheju and Chinese mythologies. Firstly, most of the gods of Chej’s
shamanistic mythlology derive from human status, while most of the
gods of Chinese mythology, notably those of the earlier period, derive
from heaven. As a rule, heaven-derived gods appeared in the earlier
period, and earth-derived gods appeared in the later period of the
development of Chinese mythology, in which historical heroes were
deified with political purpose by the ruling class.

Secondly, earth-derived gods of Cheju mythology are humanistic and
representative of individual human hopes for well-being, while heaven-
derived gods of China are naturalistic and representative of universal
natural conditions of the world., This kind of difference must be explained
from the fact that Cheju mythology is generally shamanistic, and so it
takes the best considerations of individual person’s or family's fortune-

seeking and exorcism, whereas much of the Chinese mythology was
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written by semi-official writers influenced by the ruling class,

Thirdly, Chinese ruling gods, especially the Gods of Five
Directions] i 5], written by semi-official writers influenced by the
ruling class,

Thirdly, Chinese ruling gods, especially the Gods of Five
Directions[ 7. 5], hold control over nearly all aspects of government
without specified division of ruling power, while in Cheju mythology,
ruling power of government is divided among the main gods. In short,
Chinese mythology can be said to be the art of ruling: Cheju
mythology the art of fortune-turning. A special point of interest in this
regard is the child~-wishing motif in Cheju mythology, in which earnest
and lasting praying for child-birth is influential to gods and this child
as a gift from the divine world comes to be anocther divine entity in

the long run,



