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4 - 3 and transfiguration of
residential space in Jungsankan village

Kim, Ji-su

summary

A village could be the smallest space to expose the vestiges of
human life in the historical flow. Because everything in a vilage
always exists in space-time, it is acknowledged through spatiotemporal
experiences, The phenomena inthe frame of spatiotemporal experiences
can be scientifically brought to light through the explanation of
structural mechanism. However, the inference of the structural
mechanism is also possible by the help of actual experiences of the
spatiotemporal phenomena,

To study the scenic change of a village, the temporal concept
named history must be considered. This will help to understand the
history and scene in general, when studying the daily living history of
the people who lived the space in the historical mechanism.

In the history of Jeju, 4 -3 is the strongest case related to the
historical mechanism to analyze the spatiotemporal experiences of the
villages, Especially in those days of 4 - 3 deployment, Jungsankan area
was considered as a sincerity area, and the removal order imposed on
the area caused a large change, regardless if the residents of the area
knew the ideology. In the view of this historical event, the residents of
Jungsankan village in Jeju was forced to move from their old
residential space in the flow of the times, and the old space where
they lived had been changed into a different space structure so far.

Among Jungsankan villages, I selected a natural village named
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Mocdungyeewatt for my study that held the largest number of
households and residents as an independent administrative boundary,
Rie. And 1 also tried to trace the meaning from the reappearance of
the historical space by examining the change of the living space and
reviving the daily life of the residents at that time.

Under the worst condition to setfle like other villages in Jungsankan
area, it was difficult to form a village due to the lack of drinking
water in Moodungyeewatt, the selected area for the study. But the
place was suitable for fire-field farming. In the records of the 55th
binary term of the sexagenary cycle, 300 years ago, it was recorded
that disseizees and refugees by the authorities moved in and settled by
burning ground off for cultivation.

The major crops were millet, buckwheat, barley and bean as well as
abundant potatoes. Under the proper environment for stock farming
with those farm products, Moodungyeewatt was a natural village with
around 87 houses that were in good financial conditions in Dongkwang-
Rie, Ahnduck-Myun. And, there was also a keen harvest exploitation
of the authorities, The Yimsool agrarian revolt started in 1862 against
the exploitation and the agrarian revolt in 1898 (revolt of Bang Chil-
sung) originated in the village.

The place was also the center of Bochungyo revolt raised in 1918
against the Japanese suppression during the Japanese colonial period.
Especially, during the Japanese colonial period, it became the important
place of traffic connecting northern and southern parts of the mountain
after building roads wide enough for carts from Joongmun to Hanlim
and from Daejung to Cheju city. With the outbreak of the historical
event called 4 -3 in 1948, the Jungsankan area, over 5Km from the
coast, was considered as a ‘hostility area . And declaration-whoever

passing the area would be considered as rioters and shot-destroyed



148 BB 18 (2000)

gradually the central village of community. The massacre of civilians
was mostly executed amid the deployment of the scorched-earth
operation including reduction, removal and punishment,

Without any prior notice, the operation of village liquidation was
launched., Most of the residents of the Jungsankan area without
knowing any ideologies were killed, just because they gave some foods
to the mountain people (men-at-arms) who were hungry and needed
foods. In Dongkwang Rie in November, 1948, indiscriminate massacre
and incendiarism were frequent without any direct removal action by
military forces. Starting from the slaughter of around 10 young boys
on October 15, 1948 of the lunar calendar, around 200 people were
sacrificed till the end of 4 -3 event. Moodungyeewatt, a group
community, formed by the largest number of people in Dongkwang Rie
before 4 -3 became losing its scene gradually, as the people suffering
the historical event called 4 - 3 left their place to live, and the their
houses were on fire. Most of the residents moved to coastal villages or
just left recklessly the Jungsankan area without knowing where they
were going. However, the people who left their houses must suffer
continuous troubles,

Above all, the trouble was the latent complication between the
Jungsankan people and the coastal village residents. The life of the
people who left their places was not particularly different from the
death, Jeju-Do people who moved to the mountain had to be troubled
with the pursuit of punitive forces and should also undergo the hunger
and biting cold. The people who moved to the coastal villages had to
suffer the same pain. At the cardinal points in 1953, the restoration
order was given to the Jungsankan village, However, the authorities
imposed to assign the villages to restore and forced not to restore some

current villages politically, The reason of non-restoration of some
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current villages was that red guerillas made possibly frequent
appearances al some villages.

The restoration business of Dongkwang-Rie was started in 1953, and
about 95 families lived primarily in the Western Kwangdong-Rie for
one year and moved to the current place. The current downtown of
Dongkwang-Rie was a vast expanse of plain not good enough for
farming, And. as most of the people left for other places, it was
reported that only 40 families settled in the place and had to undergo
very hard troubles in rebuilding the village.

Moodungyeewatt was excluded from the restoration area list and
became losing its living environment for people as times go by. But the
old community site with the hurts by the historical event is only telling
the existence of the village now. The innocent civilians of the
Jungsankan area without knowing any ideologies at that time became
the victims of the periodic situation. And the community they formed
for a long time disappeared in a second, It will have a big significance
to revive the periodic conditions and understand the current situation
that it is still not possible to go back to the village, In addition, if you
understand the small area and the dual community structures of Jeju
and the different consciousness of the village people in the structures, it
may be possible to understand the whole in general.

In a word, to understand and analyze the local society called Jeju
and the consciousness of the people, we have to be concerned about
the area where the vestiges of the spatiotemporal experience of the
historical events remain still. I believe that taking interest in restoring
and reviving the area even to raise the historical lesson of that time
will be very significant to understand and hand our community down

to posterity.
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