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Women Divers of Jeju in Modern Novels

Kim, Dong-Yun

<Abstracts>

The objective of this thesis is to review the way women divers of Jeju
are portrayed in modern novels. The novels about these women divers can
be classified into three categories: women divers as exotic and erotic image,

as workers, and those living in a turbulent history.

First, until the 1960s, literary works on Jeju's women divers had been
written by writers from outside of Jeju. Examples such as Under the
Moonlight( 3 Y:iid) by Kim Jung-han, Women Divers by Heo Yun-suk,
Bibari(Jeju's dialect for a "maiden”) by Whang Soon-won, and Women
Divers and From the Hill of Tangerine Orchard by Jung Han-sook. These
works depicted women divers in a romantic manner, ignoring their detailed
life. However, these works have considerable importance in Korea's literary
history, and can provide readers with partial information on women divers of

Jeju.

Second, after the 1980s, novels on women divers started to be written by
native writers such as Oh Sung-chan, Hyun Ki-young, Hyun Kil-un, Ko
Shi-hong, Oh Kyung-hun, and Han Lim-wha. Women divers are not
romantically portrayed in these literary works. In contrast, women divers’
working lives were the focus of such novels as Floating Ee—au Island by
Ko Shi-hong, Island Riding on the Wind by Hyun Ki-voung, Fishermen
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Leave at Night by Oh Sung-chan. In these novels, women divers perceive
their demanding jobs of diving as their fate.

Third, novels which approaches women divers’ life in historical
perspective had emerged with the high expectation of social participation of
literary works. These novels focus on women divers involved in turbulent
historical events. Among those events in 20th century is the Women Divers
Resistance in the 1930s. Such works as Island Riding on the Wind and
Holy Life by Hyun Ki-voung, The Shell and Flesh by Hyun Kil-un, Time
Has Passed by Oh Kyung-hun, Bultuck(a place for women divers to worm
up) by Han Lim-wha are related to the Jeju April 3rd Massacre. This event
is closely related to the entire Jeju people as well as women divers.
Therefore, women divers’ life coincides with that of the entire Jeju people

who have weathered through miserable modern events.
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