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Abstract

The Variation System and Unconsciousness in

Jeju’'s Goddess Myths

Cho, Hyun-Soul*

I think that the analysis about the structure and variation system is a good
way to understand the Jeju’s shamanist myths. The basic structure of the
Jeju's shamanist myths is the structure of conflict-coexistence of this world
and the other world. This structure is modified to the structures of
male-female, ocean-land, heaven-earth, light-darkness, life-death, good-bad, and
so on In this process, Simbang(shaman in Jeju) uses the techniques of
replacement, enlargement, diffusion and transition.

And then this structure always points toward coexistence of bindme. And
in the process of the change from conflict to coexistence, a mediator is
positively necessary. The principles of mediation are as follows. 1)
Reconciliation is made by female in conflict of between male and female.
And this reconciliation is made by not oppression but tolerance. 2)
Reconciliation is made by abandoned daughter in conflict of between parents
and children, specially between a father and a daughter. 3) Reconciliation is
made by concession(or donation) of powerful side in conflict of between two
women. On this occasion, the image of powerful side is a wise woman that
she is born on earth. The message of the Jeju's shamanist myths is expressed

* Seoul National University.
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unconsciously in the principles of mediation.
Key Words: Jeju's goddess myths, variation system,

unconsciousness, replacement, enlargement,

diffusion, transition, reconciliation
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