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Abstract

A Study on the Methodology of Jeju Studies with Maritime
World Perspective

Keywords: Jeju, local, regional, global, maritime world, culture

So far, researches about Jeju have been made mainly from "the per-
spective of national scale". While the shore is in most cases per-
ceived from a national or local perspective, "the maritime world" has
a potential to be newly cognitively mapped. Using a regional or
world viewpoint to cognize Jeju should be connected with a methodo-
logical change through which the island is understood from not a
shore, but a maritime viewpoint. Researching Jeju should be a work
that establishes a new position of the island by means of a new
methodology. This suggests the necessity of "Jeju studies as a method-
ology" and further "maritime studies of Jeju" that seek to recognize
Jeju from the viewpoint of the island and thereon build up a world
prospect of the region.

This study has the purpose of establish Jeju studies as a new
methodology. For the establishment, it is most important to employ
the perspective of the maritime world. This perspective is quite sig-
nificant as the 21st century when we live is best characterized as the
trans-national era. That prospective would open a way through which
Jeju moves from an island of disputes and sufferings to that of peace.

It was the late 1990s when Jeju studies began to be sought as a
new methodology. At that time, regional studies began to be recom-

mended by the state under the cause of "globalization". Since then,



Jeju studies has been developed from subdivisional and material stud-
ies to integrated science and interdisciplinary research, and to a new
methodology of recognizing locality.

As a part of regional studies, Jeju studies focus on things local.
Though belonging to regional studies, it is time for Jeju studies to go
beyond local and partial discussions. Forming a framework to newly
describe Jeju is not different from creating ways to interpret historic
experiences of Jeju and prospect the present and future of the island.
So far, the history of Jeju has been treated as that of a frontier or pe-
ripheral area. As not an inland, but a maritime region, nevertheless,
Jeju has its own unique locality. Seeing Jeju only from the view of
people of the island is the very starting point of Jeju studies. Without
understanding processes that those people have experienced histor-
ically, it is difficult to discuss Jeju.

Overcoming the conventional regional centralism or localism is the
prerequisite for the new regionalism. To understand the scale view
and the fractal structure of the world system is required to under-
stand the new regionalism. A methodological orientation towards new-
ly recognizing a level called "local' and going beyond a framework
based on national dimension is the new regionalism.

The theory of the Mediterranean by Braudel brought the generation
of regionalism and the theory of the maritime world. Regionalism
contributed to convert the world from being national to being
international. While, the theory of the maritime world promoted un-
derstanding the world from not the shore, but the maritime
perspective. Compared to the European theory of the Mediterranean,
the East Asian or Asian theory of the Mediterranean provides an op-
portunity to see the Korean peninsula and Jeju from a different view.

Takeshi Hamashita provided a paradigm called "Asia of the Sea".
The paradigm recognizes that the sea has historically and complicat-

edly intertwined with the human society and functioned as a



network. Masashi Haneda stresses "the network of maritime cities", a
new model of the world history, emerged since the 1990s, that com-
plies with the realities of the world in the 21st century which are
best represented by globalization, changeability and interconnection.

Jeju studies, which employs the perspective of the maritime world
pays attention to the networkability of that world on the basis of a
historical position that the island has locally had. It's not easy to
newly form Jeju studies from that perspective. But it would be possi-
ble if we sort out and reorganize the accomplishments of prior re-
searches about Jeju as a maritime region.

Jeju studies work largely on the following parts from the per-
spective of the maritime world ; 1) relations between the history of
Jeju and the maritime world, 2) trades and exchanges in the maritime
world, 3 )the history of drifts in the maritime world, 4) the networks
of islands and Jeju, 5) the maritime world and a diversity of accultur-
ation and cultural interactions, 6)routes to and from Jeju and personal
and material exchanges with the island in the period of modern im-
perial rule, 7) the networks of people of Jeju from local and foreign
immigration, 8) Jeju viewed from others, 9) Jeju of the maritime
world represented in a variety of reproductions, 10) historic changes
of Jeju networks and 11) Jeju of the maritime world and ideas of a
peace city.

Focusing on Jeju from the lens of the maritime world would re-
position the island as a knot or networked city within the sphere of
the Asian waters. Sticking to the matters of Jeju as a maritime region
should be possible from finding how to maximize the island’s internal
capacity of development. This would help create cultural strategies
and tourist policies exclusive for Jeju and promote the storytelling of

the island from the perspective of the maritime world.
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