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Research Repar

{key concepts) : Jeju Island, jamsu(women divers), maritime-gardens, conflicts,
ritual, tradition.

Social Conflicts and Politics of the Tradition Regarding
the Maritime-Gardens:
Pldin Diving und Rituul of Women Divers in Jeju Islund

An, Mi-Jeond

This paper explains social conflict among seashore vijienss (plain women
divers) over the right to use maritime gardens on the sea bottom. The conflict is
presented in the sociopolitical context of ritual in Jeju Island, from the viewpoint of
the seashore villagers. Their maritime garden is a kind of social space with dual
meanings, as a living space reflecting historical experience of the villagers, and as a
fishing space legally governed by the nation. The place is a public area, but the
villagers conceive of it atheir-own-sea. It is also a living space under the water,
invisible from the land. The territory under the sea imaritime-gardenwhere the
woman divers hunt and gather seafood. Only coastal resident women have rights to
the maritime resources and they composesresu-hogamsuassociation).

Thejamsugecognize the problem of sea pollution as not only a biological danger
to the human body but also as a crisis of the heusesociocultural danger. The

Jamsu-hoés a moral as well as an economic community. The maritime resources

* Ph.D. candidate, Dept. of Cultural Anthropology, Hanyang University.
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must be shared with its members because the maritime-garden is a common
property. This principle of distribution is justified by the relationship of ancestors and
descendants revealed in the shamanist ritaatgu-Kut Outsiders’ development of
the coastal area has caused social conflicts withjartgiassociation. The conflict
shows that the competing values among its members are more important than
external factors. The fission of tlamsuhoeinto two separate groups is not
destruction or disorganization of the group, but a moral and political selection of one
set of values over the other.

Jamsu-Kuis a collective ritual of the@msuannually observed. It is a space for
the integration of the members since it symbolizes the relationship between an
ancestor and his descendants, predicated upon mythological kinship between the sea
god and thgamsu In addition, it is a symbolic political space where the divers
strengthen their identity and their rights to maritime resources, asserting themselves
against non-divers such as other villagers, fisheries administration, and the nation.
The maritime-farming ritual includes prayers for the prosperity of the resources,
symbolized by the scattering of seeds in the coastal area. The practical action of
seeding demonstrates that the resources of the maritime gardens belong to the
women of thgamsu The idea that their ancestor (dragon grandmother) exists under
the water reflects ecological conceptions of environmental resources. Furthermore, it
indicates that her descendants are only tfawasis who have a skill of catching
resources under the water.

The plain diving and théraditional ritual are not simple repetitions of the past,
but cultural strategies borrowed from authoritative traditions. Traditional authority
invested in their unchanged behavior patterns has become a new cultural resource
which will enable thgamsuto cope with changes of the society. The jamsu do not
depend on their mythical ancestor's power on the contrary, they live giving their
force to the ancestor.





