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Contemporary Significance of Jeju Island's Ecological Culture

Yoon, Yong—Taek*

The world is now facing serious crises: an economic crisis brought
by globalizing the economy, an ecological crisis driven by excessively
exploiting the natural environment, and a community crisis fueled by
extreme egoism. There is a great need of wisdom to ride out the crises
and revive ecosystem, economy, and community.

The islands apart from main land are similar to the earth in terms
of constricted space and limited natural resources. For that reason the
past of islands is a good model of the future of the earth. Traditional
Jeju heritages leave a good message of how man should live in the
future.

The traditional heritages of Jeju Island are ecological culture. Jeju
islanders have believed that mountains, streams, plants, and other
lives are as valuable as human life itself, so they have cherished the
nature. They have lived by seasonal customs (for example, shingugan),
and they also have adapted themselves to the nature. They have
minimized wastes and the exhaustion of natural resources by
employing systems (for example, Tottongshi) designed to turn wastes
into resources. They have developed clothes (for example, Galot) and
food suitable with the natural and social environment of Jeju Island.

They have organized various communities (for example, Suneuleum
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and Gyeu) to manage short resources and insufficient labor forces.
They have implemented a family system (Pungagjedo) which secures
individual autonomy, and have organized an extended family
community (Qeundang) which helps to cooperate with each other if
necessary. By doing so, Jeju islanders have sustained the natural
environment and social culture.

Of course, there are some negative aspects in Jeju heritages from a
contemporary perspective. But we must grasp their intent and wisdom
rather than their form and content. Old Jeju islanders have adapted
themselves to the nature, converting the wastes to resources, dividing
the resources and labor forces, and cooperating with each other if
necessary. They made a sensible decision between private and group
lives, and so pursued the economic and emotional satisfaction.

The wisdom of islanders is the old answer to the question: "How
should man live in the future?” If we would carefully analyze the

heritages of Jeju islanders, we could see the sustainable future.
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