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Modern Novels' Reception
of the Tale of Old Lady Seolmundae

Kim, Dong-Yun*

This study explores how modern novels receive the tale of Old Lady
Seolmundae, focusing on three literary works whose frameworks are
based on this tale. A summary is as follows:

First, The Chronicle of Uncle Guryong by Oh Seong-chan (1986)
receives the legend of Old Lady Seolmundae (a mammoth-sized old
lady) which is not related to the legend of Five Hundred Generals
(petrifaction legend) and makes utmost use of the "failed—connection-
to-the-mainland” motif.

Second, On the Way Home by Lee Myeong-in (2000) receives the
dramatically modified Old Lady Seolmundae tale which contains the
story of Five Hundred Generals along with other Jeju legends

Third, Twilight of the Gods by Ko Eun-ju (2005) also receives the
story of Old Lady Seolmundae and meaningfully captures the opening
of a new world in the tale.

Forth, an aspect of modern novels receiving the Seolmundae tale
shows that their archetype is confined to the tale of a mammoth-sized
old lady and the "failed-connection—to-the-mainland” motif plays a key

role.

* Assistant Professor, Department of Korean Language & Literature, Jeju
National University



Fifth, warning against the development-oriented society and
eco—awareness are the method to literarily represent the Seolmundae

tale to be suited for "Present and Here.”

Key Words

the tale of Old Lady Seolmundae, the tale of a mammoth-sized old lady,
the petrifaction tale, "connection—to-the-mainland” motif, eco-awareness,
The Chronicle of Uncle Guryong by Oh Seong-chan, On the Way Home
by Lee Myeong-in, Twilight of the Gods by Ko Eun-ju

oA AEE 690-756 AFEBARL AFA] AFHELZ 66
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(E-mail : kdongyun@hanmailnet A3} : 064-754-2711)
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