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The Ieodo image of the Cheju islanders

Cho, Sung—Youn*

Today Cheju islanders had been accepted that Ieodo is the island of
the paradise, simultaneously representative symbol of the Jeju-do. This
Ieodo is not only the island of fantasy, but social existence(social
construction of reality) operating inside of the islanders. The most
important reason that Cheju islanders have been interested in Ieodo is
the their own paradise which puts in a dream and a desire. Ieodo as the
collective memory which the Jeju-do residents owns jointly gather, to
confirm the limit of actuality, in order to pass over simultaneously, as
the symbolic world, is already forming the one part of Jeju-do.

In this paper, I tried to investigate the conceptual frame of Ieodo of
Cheju islanders. And I try to investigate how such image has led to the
next generation. And from actual life how many have the images about
Ieodo in newspaper and how the images is consumed and operates.

The most famous novel about that is the “Ieodo” written by Cheong-
Jun Lee. This novel put big success back and a novel akin to this came
out after that, and the poetry also overflowed. And the various
criticism with which this was surrounded come out. I think it
contributed to making an Ieodo image as a reality be popularized
decisively. On the other hand, Ieodo image has been reproduced by
assimilation (animation and juvenile) and a television special drama as

well as a play with poetry.

* Professor, Department of Society, Jeju National University.
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Modern intellectuals conceptualized Ieodo as a Paradise which the
Cheju islanders want to go. Such image was spread with fast speed
through a mass media: radio, television, movie as well as newspaper
magazine. So everyone is going to share Korean people for Ieodo image
as an island of an fantasy. The Ieodo image of the Cheju islanders was
educated and was poured by the mass media.

Nowadays the most of the Cheju islanders understand Ieodo as a
real, not just ideal. It means the image of Ieodo are changing. They can
imagine the island where Ocean Research Station has been constructed
on it. They believe leodo really exists. Cheju people’s find the island
and making actually by the scientific investigation. It could not
permitted they calling Ieodo to an island of an fantasy any more and

dreaming any more. Because that’s the island which exists actually.

Key Words

Jeju—do, Cheju islanders, Ieodo, paradise, the collective memory, Ieodo

Ocean Research Station
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