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An Ecological Study of Language in Islets near

Jeju Island
- Ocean Vocabularies in U, Biyang, Gapa and Mara Islet

Kim, Soon-Ja*

Vocabularies about ocean creatures (ocean animals and ocean plants)
in islets near Jeju Island are searched and systematized ecologically. 4
islets near Jeju Island, U-do, Biyang-do, Gapa-do and Mara-do, are
divided into three groups.

Vocabularies about sea creatures are searched for this study. After
that, 51 words are chosen including 35 words about ocean animals and
16 words about ocean plants. Then the survey form with 106 questions
is made from the result. The survey for three age groups is conducted
to check ecological index. The age groups are the thirties-forties, the
fifties and over seventies. There are not so many people in their thirties

in these islets so one groups have to be consisted of the thirties and

forties.
The details of the result are below.
age N

dialect uses 30~40s 50s over 70s
100% 6 words(11.7%) 15 words (29.4%) 27 words (52.9%)
under 50% 14 words (27.5%) 3 words (5.9%) 7 words (13.7%)

| < 9 words 6 words

don't understand 37 words (72.5%) (ee, bojegi) (eq, deumbuk)

* Lecturer, Jeju National University.
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The result shows younger generation doesn’t understand dialect more
and this means their ecological index is low. There are a few young
people in their thirties or forties and they usually don’t have fishery jobs
so it quickens extinction of the language.

That is why we need a methodical approach to extinct or endangered

vocabularies about sea creatures and endangered Jeju dialect.

Key Words : Jeju Island, language in Islets near Jeju Island, ecological index, U islet, Biyang islet,
Gapa islet, Mara islet
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