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Folk medicine in Five West Sea Islands Area of
South Korea

-Area-based Diseases and Natural Meterials used in Folk
medicine

Kim, Hyung-Woo-Lee, In-Hye'Kang, Young-Kyung- Jang, Jang-Sik-
Han, Ji-Won-Lee, Do-Jeong*

This paper is about the folk medicine in Five West Sea Islands Area
of South Korea. Folk medicine is a traditional system of the disease
prevention and cure passed down by everyday’s practice and belief. In
this study, folk medicine is analyzed by the geological, ecological and
cultural characteristics and also by the pharmacological, physiatrical and
magical methods. The usage of magical therapy is very rare compared
with pharmacological or physiatrical methods because of Christian
missionaries since early 19th century. The frequent area-based diseases
are collated into 4 tables and the different therapies of same disease
between the coastal and the inland area are summarized. In the end,

the local features of folk medicine knowledge and the healing process

* Kim, Hyung-Woo(Professor, College of Liberal Arts, Anyang University)
Lee, In-Hye(Ph.D Candidate, Dept. of Anthropology, Seoul National University)
Kang, Young-Kyung(Ph.D, Sookmyung Women’s University)
Jang, Jang-Sik(Curator, National Folk Museum of Korea)
Han, Ji-Won(Researcher, Korea Institute of Oriental Medicine)
Lee, Do-Jeong(M.A. Student, Dept. of Anthropology, Seoul National University).



312 JEERAL 443

are analyzed.

Key Words : Five west sea islands area, Islands area in West coast of Gyeonggi, Folk medicine, Ethno

medicine in South Korea
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