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The Recognition of Leodo Waters Represented in Korean,
Chinese and Japanese Old Maps*
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Abstract : The recognition of leodo waters can be found in world maps and East Asia maps, specially in maps of
Jeju Island during Joseon dynasty. There is no place name of leodo waters in the maps of Joseon dynasty. Some
cases that called ‘Baekhae(white sea) are found in the riterature. Most of recognition of leddo waters was based on
the geographical thoughts from China, but some of that on the newest information for example, map of
Haedongjegukgi and Haedongsamgukdo. The recognition of leodo waters in Chinese traditional maps based on
Sinocentrism was not noticeable. After map making of Christian missionary it gradually became elaborate. The
recognition of leodo waters in Japanese maps before 16th century was also vague, but after 18th century became
more accurate owing to induction of western geographical thoughts and interchange with Ryukyu.

Key Words : leodo waters, old maps, Baekhae(White Sea), Ryukyu, Geographical thoughts
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