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<Abstract>

Shamanistic Initiatory Illness as a Metaphysical
Guilt: Reading Hyun Ki-Young’s <the Thirsty
Spirits>

Jaeseung Lee

Professor, Konkuk Univ.

This essay reviews two short stories “The Thirsty Spirits” and
“Iron and Flesh” by Ki-young Hyun from the perspective of
transitional justice. I use the concept of metaphysical guilt,
sustainable reconciliation and inheritance of responsibility as
analytic tools. “The Thirsty Spirits” tries to make reconciliation
between the spirit of the slaughtered and a member of the
evildoing group in Jeju 4.3 Massacre, and “Iron and Flesh” is
composed of fragmentary stories which discloses the total truth of
Jeju 4.3 massacre.

I illuminate the internal side of the novelist Hyun, the shaman
and the grandson of the wrongdoer, under the concept of the
metaphysical guilt. K. Jaspers explained the responsibility of the
ordinary Germans in relation to the Nazis crimes on the basis of
the metaphysical guilt immediately after the Second World War.
The survivor's guilt as the metaphysical guilt is feared to cause
self-destruction, unless it would be changed into the positive
political aspiration for the transformation of human relations and
societal structure. I define the shamanistic initiatory illness as a
purgatory for the mental purification which sublimates melancholy
of the metaphysically or morally guilty into the will and
capability of reconciliation.

The novelist Hyun develops a politics of guilt and reconciliation
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through a restoration of the relations between the victim and the
offender. The Shaman as a mediator solves the problem of being
possessed with a ghost of the innocent and paved the way for the
sustainable reconciliation against the background of the inheritance
of responsibility. But the personal reconciliation and political
reconciliation should be clearly differentiated. It will be argued that
the collective reconciliation including the political transformation be
more reliable than the personal reconciliation based upon exchange
of private emotions in the post-conflict society. In the concluding
story-telling, the shaman develops fully the mystic meaning of
fantasy of the Baek-jo-il-son-ji-ji and envisions the power of
solidarity to realize the peaceful world. I conclude that Hyun
realizes appropriately the principle of the transitional justice.

Key phrases: Iron and Flesh, Inheritance of Responsibility, Jeju 4.3
Massacre. Ki-Young Hyun, Metaphysical Guilt, Politics of
Guilt, Sense of Guilt, SchuldbewuBtsein,  Shamanistic
Initiatory Illness, Survivor's Guilt, Sustainable
Reconciliation, The Last Herdman, The Thirsty Spirits

Democratic Legal Studies, Vol. 57 (2015.03)
DOLI: 10.15756/d1s.2015..57.235



