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The formation of the strategic village during Jeju 4 -3 and the life of the
villagers
—focusing on the case of Nak Seon Dong, Seon Heul Ri village—

Kim, Eun-Hee(Jeju 4 - 3Research Institute)

On 30th Oct, 2003, President Roh Moo-Hyon formally appologized to the
islanders for the faults of the past state power, acknowledging many innocent
islanders were killed by the suppression of the security forces. This is the first
formal apologization by the government for the unliquidated history since the
establishment of the Republic of Korea. Prior to this event, on 15th Oct, that
year, the report of the truth-finding of Jeju 4-3 were adopted by the
government. By the formal anouncement of the government, the truth of 4-3
which were identified with ‘4-3 riot’ are somewhat corrected. It resulted from the
truth—finding movement of 4-3 since 1987. In the process of the truth—finding
movement, the studies of Jeju 4.3 have been concentrated to the violence by the
state power and mass killings.

But, before and after the issue of the report of the truth-finding, the subjects of
the study of Jeju 4-3 became more various and more broadened. Along with
them, the life history of Jeju 4-3 has appeared as the new field of the study. In
this connection, [ try to review the change process of the character of 4-3
strategic villages which were set up during the suppression operations of Jeju 4-
3. And I also try to find the life of the villagers. As this case, I try to study the
Nak Seon Dong strategic village of Seon Heul Ri and review the life of the
villagers.

The strategic village was constructed for the purpose of impounding the villagers
who were forced to relocate from the mountainous villages and isolating from
the guerrillars and refugees.

The villagers of Nak Seon Dong strategic village endured their troubled times in
this for 6 years from 1949 to 1954, and they called this ‘Al Seon Heul Hamba .
The forced labor mobilization including defense the stone walls, provide the
foodstuffs to police detachments or posts, and force to collaborate with security
forces led to the suffering of the survivors.

Most of the villagers who had lived in Nak Seon Dong returned to their home
villages in 1954. The remainders of about 20 households bought the lands and
they still live in this village.

Reviewing the life history of Jeju 4.3 means reviving the agony of Jeju 4.3 and
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restroing the common consciousness before Jeju 4.3. It is also the process of

recovering the identities of Jeju islanders.

[Key words] 4 - 3strategic village, scorched earth oepration, reestablishment of the
village, 4 -3stone walls, Nak Seon Dong, life history, Hamba which was located A/
Seon Heul, constructing walls
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