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The ritual form and meaning in Jamsugut on Jeju Island
—A Case Study of the East Gymneoung Village—

Kang, So-Jeon{Cheju National University)

Quite a few cultures with regards to women-divers —called Jamsz in Jeju dialece —
have passed down to the present. Of the cultures, women-divers shamanism
performance( Jamsugnt in Kovean , 7F555) is said a religious belief for women-divers
themselves. The effort to perform Jamsugnt and to preserve it can be said a religious
act that has a great attachment.

The aims of this paper are to understand the procedure of the Jamwmgut , and to
analyze the role of each step on Jamsugut . Also this paper is shown to understand the
real meaning and the correct form of Jamsugut . Therefore, this paper analyzed through
comparison with Jumugoot and Yeongdeunggut (%455) that have similar function.

To achieve the aims, this paper looked at the Jamsugut excercised at the East
Gymneoung village, which locates at Gujwa in North County of Jeju Island. The
village was selected for the study because the original forms of Jamsugut , women-divers'
organization, and a chief shaman have been maintained.

The procedure of Jamsugnt are made up with various contents. Above all dhgamye( %
ZA) and yowungmagi (L5X0)) are very important. Bach procedure of Jamsugut has
three roles. And these are represented over again through all the course of Jamsugut .

Namely, the Jamsugnt represents wishes for no accident in sea, for catching a plenty
of fishery products, and for solidarity of community.

Also we could know following truth about the ritual form and meaning in Jamogut



on Jeju Island. Basically, Jamsugnt and Yeomgdennggmt almost similar. But, when examine
several reference datas, Yemgdenmggm can speak that was done in general area of Jeju
Island. And it is thing for plenty of agriculeure and fishery etc. That is, it was ritual
that serve plenty of inhabitants who have all occupations. So, age gradually passing, it
has been shrunk by ritual of the seashore village or remain more in the seashore village
than other area. On the other hand, from the first, Jamsugut was held in the seashore
village, and was ritual for particular occupation group which is a woman —diver.

On today, even if form of Jamugnt and Yeamgdeumggur looks similar, this two was

starting in different concept fundamentally.

[Key Words ] woman-diver, Jamsugut, wishes for no accident in
sea, catching a plenty of fishery products, solidarity of
community. Yeongdeunggut
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