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Abstract

Review on Ideological Adversity and Practice of Intellectuals in the
modern era of Jeju with the case of Kim Seck-Yoon, Buddhist Monk

Han Geum-soon
(Lecturer, Jeju National Univ.)

Kim Seok-Yoon was Confucianist and Buddhist monk in Jeju. After
entering the Buddhist priesthood, he took a leading position in
organizing the resistance group with armament and declaring the
antagonism against Japanese imperialism. The lifetime of Kim
Seok-Yoon shows the aspect of political behaviors by intellectuals in
Jeju, which includes ideological agony and active engagement into
periodical condition.

Kim Seok-Yoon performed a central role of anti-Japanese resistance
in Jeju, while he was involved in the Confucian education at town
even after having already entered the Buddist priesthood. Owing to
his career of engaging himself in anti-Japanese movement, he was
under unceasing surveillance by Japanese government. Therefore, he
left Jeju—do for practicing the meditation based on Seon-won of
Yong-Hwa-sa in Tong-Yeong. However, even though he left from
Jeju, he not only supported the activities in Gwaneum-—sa, but also
got involved in the establishment of human resources at
Beop-Jeong—sa for carrying out the anti-Japanese movement. The fact
Kim Seok-Yoon had close relation with Kim Yeon-Il, Kang
Chang-Gyu, and Bang Dong-Hwa, who took the leading role of
anti-Japanese movement at Beop-Jeong-sa, supports his involvement
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in Jeju.

By the late 1930’s, he reactivated the resistance movement in Jeju.
For avoiding the restrictions of ’Sachalryveong’ that was temple
ordinance legislated by Japanese imperialism, he established
Jeju-Seonwon  as  the first regional branch of  Central
Seonri-Chamgu-won of Choseon Buddhist Foundation. The influence
of Kim Seok-Yoon also reached the anti-Japanese resistance of
Mireuk-gyo in Jeju, in 1942. Because of his huge influence on
anti-Japanese movement, he was under constant surveillance of
Japanese government during colonial periods. The link between Kim
Seok-Yoon and Mireuk—gyo proves his interest on Mireuk faith.

The ideological career of Kim Seok-Yoon is quite diverse ranging
from Confucianism and Buddism to Mireuk faith. Considering the
ideological career of Kim Seok-Yoon that ranges from the
Confucianist engagement in education to the Buddhist priesthood as
the chief of the temple, his lifetime was composed of transhoundary
practices beyond religious difference. This ideological variation of Kim
Seok-Yoon implicates the intellectual affliction corresponding to the
societal aspect of Korea in the late 19th century that was the chaotic
period filled with political dissonance and ideological division. In
addition, his ideological variation was practical consequence of the
intellectual responsibility to cope with these periodical difficulties.

Key words

Anti-Japanese resistance in Jeju

The manifesto of anti-Japanese resistance in Jeju
Anti-Japanese movement at Beop-Jeong-sa
Jeju—seonwon

Anti-Japanese movement of Mireuk-gyo
Confucian School in Jeju
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