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A Study on the Aspects of Drifter's
Concealment of Jeju origin in the 15~19th Century

Kim, Na-Young*

This study is focusing on the reason of the aspects found only in ‘drifters
from Jeju’ among the drifters in the 15~19th century that they concealed where
they were from by tracking the real condition by time and drifting ashore.

As Jeju Island was a volcanic island with strong wind in the middle of the
ocean, its natural and geographical characteristic led Jeju people to the sea
according to or against their will. Therefore, they were mainly exposed to
danger of drifting. Meanwhile, the drifters from Jeju who arrived in another
country threw away any documents or coins with Jeju written on as well as
their identification plate even before they reached the foreign land. It was easy
to find materials from the Joseon dynasty that the drifters from Jeju Island
made a false statement about their hometown when they went through an
investigation in the country they arrived in unlike to the drifters from the other
areas.

To shed new light on the aspects of the drifters from Jeju Island, the study
first found out how their disguise was described in the orignal material and
tracked down the aspects by time and the country they arrived in. The study
then compared and reviewed the existing theory and tried to find out the
background they had to hide their hometown focusing on foreigner’s

‘misunderstanding of Jeju people’ and ‘muder of Prince Ryukyu’.

* Complete History Doctoral Course in Jeju University
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