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ABSTRACT

The Experience and Recognition of U.S. Military
Advisors about Jeju 4 - 3:

Focusing on the advisors who were assigned
to Jejudo Constabulary in 1948

Huh, Ho-Joon

(Special Researcher, Peace Institute, Jeju National University)

This paper aims to review the experience and the recognition of U.S.
military advisors who were assigned to the Jeju Constabulary during the
process of Jeju 4-3 which was occurred during the U.S. Military Government.
For these purposes, | used the interviews of the former advisors, their letters,
e-mail, and memoirs.

The year of 1948 was the most important year during the process of
Jeju 4-3. That's why the armed uprising, the first general election after the
liberation from the Japanese colonial rule, the establishment of the South
Korean Government, Yosu-Suncheon Uprising and the scorched-earth
operation were occurred in that year. Most of the advisors who were assigned
to Jeju Constabulary were engaged into the war in Europe and Asia during
the World War II. The advisors were dispatched to the constabulary which
was stationed in Jeju island and participated in the planning and execution
of Jeju 4-3.

The advisors thought Jeju 4-3 was connected with North Korea or the
Soviet Union, but they were never seen the proof of that connection. And
they said they did not know the mass killings in Jeju island but their daily
reports revealed the huge casualties of the Jeju islanders. The advisors
considered the 9th Regiment Commander Song Yo-Chan who had got the
most severe casualties as the very strong officer. The main tasks of the
advisors in Jeju island contributed to the suppression and the destruction
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of the rebellion of the so-called ‘communists’ and communist sympathizers
rather than the correction of their policies through finding the cause of the
occurrence of Jeju 4-3.

Key Words : Jeju 4-3, US. Military Advisor, Constabulary, Scorched-earth
Operation, Mass Killings
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