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Abstract

A History of the Formation of Early Jeju-do Protestant Church
: Native Faith Communities before the Mission of Rev. Lee Gee-Pung

Park Jeong-Whan

Generally, Protestants say that Christian history of Jeju-do began by the
mission of Rev. Lee Gee Pung in 1908. However, it had already become a
mission field by the Catholic Church in 1899 before Rev. Lee arrived.
Furthermore, the faith community of Protestant Church had been in activity in
Jeju-do at that time. The Presbyterian Church of Korea(PCK) recognized the
existence of this community, which had started in 1904. Then PCK sent Rev.
Lee to the island, where he worked with the native islanders.

According to records, before mission of PCK, there were two faith
communities in Jeju-do. “Thori Community” started in 1904 was founded by an
evangelizing of Kim Jae Won. This community requested that PCK would send
a missionary to Jeju-do. Thori Community became the base camp of missionary
work, and paved a way to establish other churches in Jeju-do. “Kumsungri
Community,” the second faith community established in 1907 by Cho Bong Ho,
showed deep interests in the modernization and education for Jeju-do. Kumsungri
Community put the christian faith alongside the patriotic spirit.

Two themes in the church history of Jeju-do can be confirmed through these
communities. First, the natives conducted the service meeting and they pulled
together with missionary, and then churches of Jeju-do were sprung up. This
showed the same patterns as the forming context of early Korean churches.
Second, these communities of Protestant Church were started during mission
work of the Roman Catholic Church. Leaders of communities, in fact, were
aware of the difference between the Roman Catholic Church and Protestant
Church. Also, they had the unquenchable thirst for the modernization of Jeju-do
and thought that Protestant Church could answer some religious questions the
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natives had in mind.

So far the oral tradition on Kim Jae Won and the existence of the faith
community was presented industriously over the academic circles, but this was
rarely recognized in the academic world of the history of the Korean church.
Yet, Menwries of Life in Korea by Oliver R. Avison keeps the record on Kim
Jae Won straight. The contents of the Memories correspond closely with the oral
tradition on Kim. The Memories is an excellent source for restructuring the
shape and growth of Jeju-do communities.

These two communities were joined in 1908. As a result, the distinct feature
of Jeju-do churches was formed. That is, since the mission of Rev. Lee Gee
Pung, two streams in early Jeju-do Protestant Church were consolidated into one.
These streams were one : ‘Mission through the Treatments’ and the other :
‘Mission through Guidelines for Modernization.” There was a good cooperation
between the natives and Rev. Lee. Like this, the mission of PCK responded
enthusiastically the needs of the natives with joining of the two communities.

Key-words: Jeju-do Protestant Church, the faith community of the native,
Sinchuk Jeju-do Uprising, Kim Jae Won, Ihori Community, Cho Bong
Ho, Kumsungri Community, oral tradition, Memories of Avison.



