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The Growth of the Jeju intellectuals in the Modern Age
and Their Communication with the Outside World

Kim, Dong-Jun
(Professor of Cheju National University)

The Jeju intellectuals in the modern age recognized the trend of the world in a
variety of ways like those in other provinces. They raised the regional and traditional
problems of Jeju to the level of universal ones and tried to solve them more specifically.
Though the regional characteristics as an island restricted their communication with
intellectuals in Seoul, they could keep in contact with them through some deportees
such as Choi Ik-hyun or Kim Yun-sik.

In addition, the brothers, Kim Eung-jeon and Kim Eung-bin, frequently visited
Seoul and met Min Tae-ho and the Taewongun(a regent), which enabled Jeju
intellectuals to have more connection with those in Seoul. The brothers belonged to the
Kimhae Kims Jocheon Yidong family group of the so-called Jocheon Kims.

Kim Yun-sik and Kim Eung-bin led the 204th poetry club ‘Gyulwon’, which served
as a place of discussion, where Jeju intellectuals and those in Seoul could share their
consciousness. The central consciousness was represented by Kim Yun-sik and his
follower deportees and the Jeju local one by Kim Eung-bin, Son Du-ok and Kim
Hee-jeong. So the poetry club ‘Gyulwon’ played the role of communication of the
intellectuals in Seoul and those in Jeju.

In the center of Jeju intellectuals were always placed the intellectuals of Jocheon
birth. They always realized the situations of the world by keeping in close contact with

Jocheon residents in Seoul and Osaka in Japan.
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