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Misook Ko, Wonbo Kim, Giljia Byun, Jonghoon Kim, SoonBok Park and
Changmyung Oh. 2007. Age-related differences in the boundary tone pattems of
intonational phrases in the Jeju dialect. The Journal of Linguistic Science 42, 27-43.
This study analyzed the tone patterns of the native Jeju speakers in their 70s,
50s, and 20s to find the shift aspect of intonation in accordance with the age
group. The boundary tones of intonational phrases according to sentence patterns
were closely examined to find generational specific tone patterns. Having regional
balance in examination areas in mind, examination areas were classified into Jeju
Island's four major administration districts, Jeju city, Seogwipo city, Bukjeju county,
Namjeju county. And 32 subjects from each age group(a total of 96 subjects)
joined the experiment. This study analyzed seven sentence patterns and each sentence
pattern included two sentences. Therefore, each sentence pattern(including two
sentences) consists of 64 intonational curves (two sentences x 32 subjects) and
one sentence pattern of the three age groups included a total of 1344 intonational
curves (two sentences x 32 subjects x 3 groups x 7 sentence pattern). As a result
of analysis, compared with native Jeju speakers in their 50s and 20s, those people
in their 70s show their unique characteristics by revealing much more various
intonation patterns. Native Jeju speakers in their 50s have kept the characteristics
unique to the Jeju dialect, but their diversity in the boundary tone patterns of
intonational phrases has been decreasing gradually in comparison with that of those
in their 70s. Native Jeju speakers in their 20s show a lot of changes in tone patterns,
and have lost the complicated tone patterns found in those in their 70s and 50s.
In addition, we also found that intonational patterns according to sentence patterns,
which are found in native Jeju speakers in their 20s, are changing into the patterns
nearly similar to what is found in the Seoul standard.

key words. Jeju Dialect, age group, boundary tone, Intonational Phrase
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