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Abstract

A Study on Tamrabyeolgok by Jeong Eon Yoo

Kim Nam Hyeong(Keimyung University)

This essay is to explore Tamrabyeolgok, a trip lyric and the consciousness of Jeong
Eon Yoo (168771764), a writer in the late Chosun Dynasty. He was born into a noble
family, which was gradually falling in the later period of the Chosun Dynasty. He
prepared for the civil service examination to work for the government. After passing the
exam at the age of 34, he served for the government, mainly as a governor and an
official in charge of the press for 20 years or so of his 40-vyear career. As a governor,
he made outstanding achievements with his self-sacrificing affection for the people and
excellent administrative ability, and being in charge of the press, he distinguished
between right and wrong fairly, did not follow his own interests, and dared to speak
plainly. He was a man of integrity, who lived a poor but honest life throughout his life.
Tamrabyeolgok is contained in Wooheonjip, compiled in manuscripts and kept by
Dongsan Library of Keimyung University, which consists of two books of Bulbungwon
(Geon and Gon). Compilation of the first manuscript is thought to be complete in 1905,
according to the epilogue by his 6th generation grandson Jeong Woo Deok.
Tamrabyeolgok appears at the end of Gon in the form of Hapcheolbeolrok and is
considered to be relatively good in condition in terms of year of transcription and
accuracy of notation, compared to the existing two manuscripts.

Tamrabyeolgok consists of 120 verses and takes the
introduction-development-conclusion structure, typical of trip lyrics. In the introduction,
he describes the history of Jeju Island, its geographical environment, and the story
behind his appointment to the governor of Jeju Island. The development narrates famine,
miserable condition of the Jeju people starving due to too much taxes, and occasions
held during the Wemoo and Sulreok services for them, while the conclusion talking
about how he felt relieved from his agony as the governor for a little while under the
influence of wine.

The song can be divided into two sections: one describes from an objective angle
what the writer saw and heard, and the other tells of the writer's impressions on his

experience. It is worth to note that he puts emphasis on objective description in telling
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about his experiences, having a deep interest in things which he encountered. This is
also a key feature of his poetry and indicates his realistic worldview embodied in his
work. The key consciousness of the writer found in Tamrabyeolgok is his affection for
the people as the governor. Also found in his poetry about miserable life of people of
lower classes, his affection for the people was genuine in the dimension of realistic
feelings, different from the necessity in the logical dimension of the gentry in the

Chosun dynasty, who adhered to Confucianism.

Key word: Wooheon, Jeong Eon Yoo, Tamrabyeolgok, Realism, affection for the people
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