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Abstract

Perception on Immortal Land(filifE) and Attitude of Confucianists in Joseon Based
on Ten Scenic Views of Yeongju(git+)

— Kim, Chi-Wan —

This study examined the approach and perception of humanities on especially Yeongju
Mountain(& ML) among the perceptions on Immortal Land({lli#&) of Confucianists in Joseon. The
reason why is that it was expected that if the Confucianists who were faithful to the order of
Neo-Confucianism had a perception on Immortal Land which is tough to say to be
Neo-Confucianistic, the problems of our perception on Jeju Island today and the solutions would
be able to be groped for through the reason.

First, the Mountain Excursion(81L1) of Confucianists of Joseon, which was in fashion in the late
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Joseon Dynasty, was approached in the way of humanities. Mountain Excursion was one of the
actions of sightseeing aiming at communication, and the Confucianists in Joseon intended to
appreciate the immanent meaning of mountains and to practice the Neo—-Confucianistic theory of
moral cultivation through the opportunity. Therefore, Mountain Excursion included not only the form
to climb a mountain in person but also the form of nature stroll at home(BAs), which means
reading mountain climbing writings or viewing pictures of the sightseers of the previous age.

Meanwhile, the perception on Immortal Land of East Asia arose from the demands to escape
the chaotic situation of the age of civil wars. The reason why this perception of Immortal Land
emerged anew in the late Joseon Dynasty is that the yearning for the Utopia was maximized after
two wars and the cultural exchanges in East Asia was active at that time. In this connection,
Yeongju Mountain(E L) can be called as a space created in the way of humanities rather than
an actual natural scene.

We have thought that Halla Mountain(ZZ21li) has been called Yeongju Mountain(E&# L) and
Jeju has been called Yeongju(E i) from old times because of the natural scene with Heaven's
blessing. However, according to the poems on the ten scenic views of Yeongu(E M+ 35 of the
Confucianists in Joseon, there is a strong significance that it is a space of humanities in which the
Confucianistic theory of moral cultivation that tells to practice morals, to learn to become a sage
and to do good things with the world can be practiced. In addition, it was possible because Jeju
was not a familiar space but a strange space to them. In short, the regional peculiarity of Jeju can
be evaluated positively in that it provides a moment of 'strangeness’ felt by those who visit Jeju.
Sometimes, this ‘strangeness’ can be felt in the natural scenes, but ultimately it is possible only
when the opportunity that enables the self-examination in the way of humanities is provided. In
this connection, in order for Jeju to become a true Immortal Land, it should be rediscovered as
a space of sympathy, reflection and communication.

¥ Key Words: the perceptions on Immortal Land(lli#g), the Mountain Excursion(:iL),
Yeongju(F:M), Jeju(E ), strangeness.
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