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Greeting Address

My father’s professional contributions and achievements
are public knowledge in Korean society; therefore, 1 will
focus on my memories of my father during the early years
of my life.

My father was an extremely driven man who was
obsessed with his work, and felt that he could not afford
to waste a single minute of his life. He was determined to
leave important contributions to Korean society whenever
there were opportunities given to him as a Korean scholar
under the Japanese rule. He was a patriot in his own way.
He refused to adopt Japanese sir name. We stayed with
our own Korean last name, "Seok, or Suk" which was
pronounced Seki in Japanese.

My father used to leave home to go to collect butterflies
early spring every year, and live in the mountains
throughout the entire spring and summer. The only time he
would come back home was when he needed to treat the
bottom of his feet. His feet would be covered with layers
of blisters. He would pierce through each blister with a
needle and thread, cut both ends of the thread, so that
each blister would drain, and dry out. This process of the

management of his feet would take a few days. After a
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few days of rest and recuperation, he would start all over
again. At the end of summer, he looked like a black
(African) person. His nickname was Indian Craw.

He had the very same life style in Jeju Island dialect,
and census figures. He would comb through all the
surrounding villages, and towns.

He used to despise those who invite sleep at night. He
used to say "If you cannot fall asleep within 5 minutes,
why do you want to stay in bed?" "You are only wasting
your time." As I remember, he used to sleep about five to
six hours attitude toward his time management could have
created some social conflicts. For instance, he would speak
at a wedding, and then attend the reception for only five
minutes.

I attended six different elementary schools since my
father was assigned to so many different job locations. I
was around seven or eight years old when my father was
assigned to go to Jeju Island as the director of agricultural
station at Seogwipo. The agricultural station was a few
miles away from Seogwipo. We settled in the residence
across the agricultural station building. In those days, there
was no house or any buildings around the area. The
surrounding area was vast wild land.

Just as any traditional Korean families, my father’s work

was the central focus of our family activities. My father
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would go to work early in the morning. I attended a
Japanese primary school in Seogwipo in a horse drawn
carriage everyday. However, in the afternoon, I had to
walk back to home by myself. My mother did the usual
housework at home. We had a little flower and vegetable
garden my mother attended. Occasionally, my mother had
to battle with so many different kinds of snakes.

If he was to carry out his research at home, he used to
have an "office hour" on the door of his study room. I
used to knock on his door at dinnertime. Once in a while,
some students would come to see my father, only to find
out that they came at a wrong time; therefore, my father
was not available. My father used to take 5 minute break
for every one hour of study. He used to do" Jump rope"
or run around with our dog. It was very important to
manage his health.

My father was an exciting and entertaining speaker. He
was often humorous also. I still remember that he was
invited to do a lecture at Seoul National University around
1946 or 1947. 1 heard from somebody that there were so
many students that some students had to look into the
lecture room through windows from outside. He also had
many renowned friends from all different academic fields.
Once in a while, my father hosted these friends at our

house. They would stay overmight discussing all sorts of
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topics right after WWI(1946-1948). Some guests drank
heavily, and left behind their coats or sox in our house
when they left.

I also remember him participating a weekly(or bi-weekly)
radio talk show with several other well renowned friends.
They covered all kinds of topics. The program was called;
e,

I will always cherish the memories of my father as an
extraordinary scholar who did so much in his short life.

Thank not only Mr Byeongsu Kim Director of Seogwipo
Culture Center also all the other concerened persons who

helped to make this publication possible.

4 2 9
Irvine California US.A
October 17, 2008
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