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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Traditional Cheju Kiln

Kyung Hyo Lee

Major Course in Ceramic Crafts
Dept. of Industrial Crafts
Won-Kwang University

The size, shape and structure of pottery Kilns, which are one of the traditional Kore-
an Kilns, vary in different localities due to their close relationship with the climate, the
soil and the cating habits of the people of that locality.

Cheju Island has a unique natural and cultural environment because it is surrounded
by the ocean. [ts environment influences the traditional Cheju kilns. These kilns are made
of basalt stone. which is the greatest distinguishing characteristic from the kilns in the
mainland. Basalt, Cheju's most common stone, functions as a fireproof material because it
is made from lava and is porous.

The kilns in the mainland have roofs to prevent them from exposure to moisture,
while Cheju kilns are constructed in the open without roofs. The Cheju kilns have special
names such as 'Norang-Gul (yellow kiln)', 'Keomun-Gul (black kiln)', 'Kiwat-Gul (tile
kiln)', and so on. And Cheju's windy climate results in her Kilns having ‘pujangjeangyi' in
front of them. which serves as a windbreak. In addition, Cheju people organized fratemi-
ties to manage kilns, although the ways of managing them vary in different localities.

The traditional Cheju Kilns were used until the 1960's and modified ones were used
until the 1970's. After that, the kilns have been out of use. The deserted kilns have been

left alone and have been damaged by disasters like winds, rains, fallen trees, etc. and by

Vi



development like road construction, farm land preparation, etc. Even Kilns retaining their
original forms are being destroyed; however, there is no counterplan for preservation.

Therefore, I studied the ages, sizes and distributions of the Cheju kilns, and 1 met
potters and kiln workers and recorded their speech. My paper shows the kilns' names and
means of construction, firings and management. These basic data on the traditional Cheju
Kilns are helpful in choosing standard kilns, in making a close survey, in framing a plan
for using them. and in utilizing them as a practical matter.

To preserve the Cheju kilns, we should do the following things:

I. A close survey and material analysis through historical investigation

2. Conservation and care

3. Designation as an important cultural property

4. Transmission of knowledge on kilns to Cheju people and formulation of plans of

practical use.

This thesis suggests plans for practical uses of the kilns as shown below:

I. A tourist attraction: history and culture tourism (a kind of the travel package)

2. Ceramic art educational and practical training

3. Promotion of traditional ceramic art

4. Research data on Kilns and ceramic art, etc.

We have to learn about and develop our traditional heritage and make sure it is

passed down to our posterity.
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