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<Abstract>

The Study on Teaching Avenue of the Shamanic Epic
in Literature
-With special reference to <IGONG-BONPURI>

Hyun Won-Pil
Korean Language Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Cheju, Korea
Supervised by Professor Sohn O-Gyu

The main purpose of this study is to present the effective method of The
Shamanic Epic in literature.

To achieve the above goal, First of all, this study examines some current
problems by analyzing the recent tendency in teaching Shamanic Epic.
Second, on the premise that the effective teaching method should be
established by studying on the concrete work, <IGONG-BONPURI> of
Cheju Island Epic is chosen. The reason of choosing this work is that it
gets a complete structure of Shamanic Epic, the archetype of Korean
Shamanic Epic comparatively, and also it has relation to the latter Epic
Literatures. And its teaching method is set up based on studying deeply
Shamanic Epic, its structures and the consciousness of this literary work. In
<IGONG-BONPURI>, the process of solving the narrator’s desire is well
exposed considering the narrator’s intention of narration and the desire of
audience.

When putting all accidents and motives of <IGONG-BONPURI> together,

this literary work 1s shown the narrator’'s motives structurally, which are
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different according to the intention of narration and the desire of the
audience. The main factor of <IGONG-BONPURI> is a death. This is to
solve the audience’s suspicion and to make us look the world of life
optimistically.

The basic logic of <IGONG-BONPURI> 1is just that of "the following
another’s virtue”. IGONG was recognized his abilities as a god. this is
merely because IGONG experienced a death and had the power of getting
over the death. This is the consciousness that the requests and the
participants in the activities of "Gut” hold together. <IGONG-BONPURI>
set up another world in the work. this is an intention for making human
world be in good order and organization. and this is thought that put the
important meaning on the world of reality than on the world of god.
<IGON-BONPURI> is narrated for the human of the world of reality and
its purpose is to remove human’s fear about death. So life and death is
narrated at the same time to get rid of the hesitation between life and
death.

The effective teaching method of the Shamanic Epic in the secondary
school relating to four aspects drawn from this study are summarized as
follows;

First, in the aspect of archetype image, the way of teaching was
established in relation to the image of regarding human in the same light
with nature.

Second, in the aspect of epic literature, the teaching about epic archetype
should be acted, and the way of teaching should be established in relation
to the purpose and function of the Shamanic Epic. This 1s why the
Shamanic Epic can’t be existed without its function.

Third, The Shamanic Epic should be taught in consideration of the aspect
of culture and environment. this is why <IGONG-BONPURY> is reflex of
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the consciousness of our world and environment. so to speak, it should be
taught in connection with the human-centered thought, the meaning of
realistic life, the wvalue of life, the human desire of pursuing harmonious
world, and an esthetic value in various things.

Fourth, The Shamanic Epic should be taught in relation to the diachronic
aspect and the history of literature. Variation in legendary literature is apt
to appear in the process of handing down, And through this process, the
relationship between the Shamanic Epic and the Epic literature can be
found. this is why the subject matters of the Shamanic Epic are different
even as time passes, but they can be related to the thoughts which appear
in the Shamanic Epic.

Therefore, on the basis of the concrete analysis of works, the Shamanic

Epic should be taught considering the relationship of Korean Epic Literature.

¥ A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in
August, 1999.
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