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Abstract

A Study for Activating Programs for Gifted and

Talented Students in Jeju

Kim, Yun Soo

Educational Administration Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Yang, Jin Geon

The purpose of the study is to analyze the current problems of policies and
programs for gift and talented students in Jeju and to suggest better ways to
activate gifted and talented students’ program in Jeju. For the purpose of the study,
the researcher chose a qualitative research method and interviewed curriculum
coordinators at the district office, instructors and professors of gifted and talented
classes, and students who participated in the classes. Also, the researcher analyzed
official documents on gifted and talented class in Jeju.

The results of the study suggest that it needs to increase instructors’
opportunities for on-the-job training. Teachers who took a basic course on teaching

gifted and talented students want to take upper-level courses opened at the Korean

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in
August 25, 2005.
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Educational Development Institute(KEDI), but the opportunity for taking one of the
courses are very limited. Thus, for operation of the gifted and talented classes, the
district office should provide more on-the—job training programs to increase teachers’
expertise.

Second, it needs much more financial supports for upgrading educational
environments and for teachers’ on-the-job training. When the district office can
spend more money on developing educational programs, facilities and teachers’
on—the—job training, students’ performance will be increased.

Third, it needs to change the ways to select students who participate in gifted
and talented classes. Currently, students are selected by their intellectual abilities, but
their affective parts should be considered when select students who participate in
gifted and talented classes.

Fourth, it needs to stress the role of tests for inducing students’ more active
participation in the program. Students might regard the class as one of
extra-curriculum activities, so they do not focus their attention on assignment. Thus,
for more active participation, it needs to make yearly plans for tests.

Finally, it needs to take the necessary measures to increase instructors’ mutual
communication. When instructors have some channels to communicate each others
and to share information with other teachers, the quality of the program and teaching

materials will be increased.
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