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SULLARY
A Fistorical Study of the Jevelcopzent
sf Scheonl bducatiorn in Jeju Prcvince

Kir Dae Eyeon

The Departrent of
Lducational Administration,
Graduate Schnol of pubilic
Adrinistration,

Dong Guk University

At present Jeju Province has scatfered all cver
ita area a total of 158 schools~--111 elerentary
schools, 35 middle schenls, 2% high schneols, 4 two-
and four-vear colleges, 18 elementary hranch schools,
1 articulzaticr school and 9 kindergartens.

Beginning in the veriod before schocl education
ir its rcdern sense was intrcoduced into this Jeju
Province, how has education beer historically devel-
oping. ipto its present state in Jeju rrovince with
its own genpolitical and ecological environrents?—--
this historical quest into the developrent of Jeju-~
do's school educaticn will be the purport of this
study. .

1. Confucian villare schools(Hyangyo), which
were representative of the education in the province
of the Chosun Dynasty pericd, were preparatory insti-
tutea to train their students for state exaninations
for nigher governmert pcosts. Besides these Confucian

gchools, there began to appear private schoels such
-96~ -



as one-lecture-hall schocls(Seowon) and one-room vil-
lage schoolhouses(Seodang). One-lecture~hall schonls
were flourishing from the time of King Myong Jong,

when Confucian village schools had bkeen on the decline.
Also, a large number of one-room village schoolhouses
rezlly began to develop as institutions for elerenta-
ry education and eventually almest every village on
Jdeju Island had such a schoolhouse.

2. The Kabto Refrom of 1894, as is generally Kknown,
paved the way for the modernization of education in
Korea and brought about the promulgation by King Ko
Jong of an Educational Decree with laws concerning tre
foundation of various kinds of schools.

In 1895, the law of elem. :.ary school education
permitted setting up elementary schools under the clas-
sification of government, public and private schools.
In 1899, official regulaticns concerning middle school
education were formulated and founding riddle schools
became feasible; in the same year other official re-
gulations pertaining to commwercial and technical school
education were issued, and in 1904 were so amended as
to cover agricultural school education in addition.

On the basis of these laws and regulaticne, Jeju-~
do inaugurated its first two schools in their modern
sense in 1907---Jeju Public Elementary School and
. Eushin Middle School., Eushin Middle School, which is
‘the predecessor of Jeju Public Agricultural School
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today, was founded By Yun Won Ku, the then magistrate
of Jeju County. The appearance of these two schools
marks the actual beginning of formal schocl education
on Jeju Island.

3. In August 1911, after the Japanese Annexation
of Korea, the Japanese Governor-general proclaimed
Decree No. 229 in reference to the education of Korea
with the aim of liquidating Korea's racial conscious-
ness and its traditional culture. In consequence, the
curriculum was forced to be modified in its contents
with the result that the Korear language was degraded
to a subordinate sutject and the Japanese language
was substituted as the naticnal language---according-
1y ,the Japanese language was compelled to be used in
the classroom with the exclusion of Korean., For ten
years after the Annexation, Korea had been ruled, and
the Korean peorle oppressed ruthlessly, by the bavonet
of the Tapare: Governcr-general until Korea's barch
1 Independence ¥overent in 1919. After the movement,
however, the Governor-general, in the guise of cul-
tural administration, prorulgated his second educa-
tional decree in 1922 with the irtention of winning
over the minds of the Korean people turning against
the Japanese rule. Yet the wmrolongation of Sino-Japa-
nese War obliged him to issuve his third educational
decree in 1938 to meet the need of wartire organiza-
ticn. As a result, the subject of the Korean language

was virtually dore away with under the policy airing nt
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liquidating the Korean pecple's nationalism by strict-
1y prohibiting the use of the Korean language. iaan-
while, in 1920, Myeongeshin Private School was estab-
lished by a Cathclic foundation and then in" 1922, at-
tached to this schoeol was a girls's training institu~
te named Yeo Su Won. These schools, however, were
closed down kecause the Japanese police authorities
opvressed them to stop their educational activities
based on nationalism. In 1621, Kim Seong Sug founded
Shin Yu Frivate School on an annex island called Cul-
pado, but because the cap~badge of the school repre-~
sented the rose of Sharon, Korea's national flower,
he was taken to the Japanese police to be put into
prison. In villages without a modern type of school
0l1d scheolhcuses were zdapted to new circumstances
and opened for elementary schkool course. In 1930 the
schoolhouses of such a type in Jejud& nurbered as
rany as 31. i4nd the traditional Confuecian school-
houses teaching Chinese characters cver the entire
island arounted to 52 in number and the teachers at
those schoolhouses totaled as many as 77.

4, After the enforcement of the Chosun Education-
al Decree, Japan's colonial pelicy brought about se-~
vere racial discrimination against the Korean Feople.
As, however, Jaran's policy toward Kerea turned from
militarism to moderatism after Korea's Narch 1 Inde-
pendence kKoverent---that is, as Japan's nilitary pol-
icy shifted over tc a cultural one---Jejudo apreared
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to advénce a step forpard in its education; even so
in 1920 Jejul> had, for sec-ndary education, only

one three-year middle school nared Jeju Agricultural
School and, for elementary education,. just three four-
year elementary schools in Jejudo's tkree districts
of Jeju, Jeong Luwer and Dgejong. Ir contrast, Japan-
ese set up four 6- and 8-year elementary schools for
their children only in Jeju, Seogwipo, Secngsanpo and
Chujado(an annex island), one in each place in spite
of their sparce pcpulation. 3Be that as it may, one
school per Myeon(a subdivision eof a county rearly e-
guivalent in arez to a srall town) was realized after
tre prorulgation of the Segond Chosun Educational De-
cree, and at the time of Korea's liberation frorz Ja-
van in 1945, Jejudc happened to have 46 elementary
schcols and 2 middle schools. After the 1945 Libera-
ticn Jejudo's education nade a rapid increase in quan~
tity, and teday it turns out the number of schonls

mentioned at the beginning of this summary.

5. Now Jejudo has as many as 111 elementary
schools equivalent to 65% of its 200 villages and
a total of 3% middle schools over its area of cone
city and three townships anrd ten kyeor(an adrinis-
trative subdivisicn of a county) in its two counties.
With this many middle schkools, even if compulsory e-
ducaticn is extended in the 80s to include three-year
middle school course as well as b-year elenentary
schonl course, there will ke no great trouble.
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Jdejud's present educational systen, however, still
has much rocm for improvement. No less than 7 elemen-

tary schools have overgrown beyond their cptimum size,
and a8 many as 521 out of 1,353 classrooms are over-
crowded; Jejudo's education is suffering from lack of
finance, and its teacher from overwork. Proper meas-

ures should be worked out by policy to improve these

circumstances.,
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