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ABSTRACT

A Review of Modernistic Significance of

Lee Jung Seop Paintings for the Art of Jeju—do

Park Si Hyeon

Major in Art Education
Graduate School of Education, Cheju University
Directed by Professor Kang Dong Un

Among Korean artists, Daehyang Lee Jung Seop is the most renowned painter
in Korea.

His works are overflowed with our specific national spirits and plain,
unsophisticated creativity, which immediately leads viewers into his artistic world.
Despite his reputation, however, there are few studies of scientific, historical and
systematic approach on him.

So there is a need to make long-term researches on what Lee Jung Seop is as
our national artist. In particular, it will be more worth doing to take a deep look
at his days in Seoguipo from new perspective, where he took refuge and the
system of his art was formulated, and at the significance of his art.

The purpose of this study was to discuss Lee Jung Seop’s artistic achievement
and his singular view of art, which was formed during his refugee life, in
consideration of contemporary background. Spe- cifically, it's intended to see the

relationship between the impact of his refugee life in Jeju-do on his view of art

¥ A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in
February, 2002.
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and that of his artistic accomplishments on the art of Jeju from the viewpoint of
the natives of Jeju.

As a result of conducting a study from this perspective, it's found that his view
of art is not one that contingently came from mental disorder or natural artistic
endowment, but one that was creative and systematized by his thorough artistic
spirits that tried to instill artistic soul in his works every moment. His stay in
Jeju, where he led a comfortable life, was inspiring enough to create the distinctive,
singular world of art.

Besides, at the bottom of his singular artistic world, we can find his candid,
mnocent confessions, which teach us how to be pure and genuine.

In this sense, Lee Jung Seop art can be said to have been important and

significant for the transformation of the 20th century.
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