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ABSTRACT

The Study of Calligraphic Structure in History of Jeju

by Lee, Yonghoon

Majored in Calligraphy
Department of Formative Art
Graduate School of Art

The University of Suwon

Jeju is an isolated island thousands of miles away in the southern
sea of the ‘Han’ peninsula. The climate of the island has ever been
always windy and harsh. Productivity of the rocky volcanic soil was
also an another something poor one. For the folks, their living was
much harder than any other region of the main land. They had to
experience numerous invasions and exploitations from neighbouring
tribes or other entities.

It had produced some Kkind of unique tradition in Jeju society.
People have been more accustomed with verbal expression than to
write down and put some ideas in letters. So the history of Jeju, it
starts with the myth of 'Samseongshinwha’. And also it's not always
easy to find any of written statements in regard to a certain historic
events. Consequently the most useful way of the study was to wvisit

the site and talk a lot with folks nearby.
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It is normal to date back to the era of 'Hansagun’ that the culture
of chinese letter emerged in our country. The established four 'Gun’s
in the northeastern part of the country in the name of each , 'Imdun’,
'Jinbeon’ and 'Hyunto’. All the three 'Gun’s ruined thirty years after,
but the 'Rakrang’ was long time since the chinese cultural center.

'Koguryeo’ had emerged in the year of B.C.37 and it was 14th
yvear of king 'Micheon’ that the 'Hansagun’ had been expelled from the
territory of the 'Rakrang’ remaining its culture there. We can say that
this was an important era of the influence to our country in terms of
the chinese letter and culture.

Calligraphy that has ever been progressed since the introduction of
chinese letters created many of written statements so called
'"Geumseokmun’ and left histories of the legendary artists. We can find
some of prominent history books of calligraphic society in our country
such as 'Geunyeokseohwajing’ written by 'Osechang’ in 1917, a
dictionary of calligraphic artists in korea with the title of
'"Hangukseohwainmyeongsaseo’ by 'Kimyeongyun’' in 1954 and
'Singohangukseoyesa’ by 'Kimgiseung’ in 1975. One of the remarkable
book is 'Hangukyeokdai seohwaga sajeon’ published in 2011 by 'The
National Research Center of Culture’.

But in Jeju, there are no such a book about any artist or about any
history except for the 'Jejudoinmyeongsajeon’ by ’'Kimchanheup’ and
'Sononmun’ by 'Kimsunkyeom'. Some of useful data for the study can
be found in the book 'Jeungbotamraji’ and 'Tamraginyeon’. These
books state the history of Jeju from 'Koryeo’ to 'Chosun’ era and the

aspect of the political and social life.
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It was not until the Buddhism came into Koryeo that Jeju began to
experience a certain degree of development in science and calligraphy.
Through the fact that 'Koyu’' was accepted as an official in praise of
successfully participated in 'Palkwanhoe’, we can see the Buddhism
was an important social function for education at that time. If we are
to look into the history of calligraphy in Jeju as a whole, we can see
that this kind of development ranges from a competent calligrapher
'"Gogeok’, a grandson of 'Koyu’ in 'Koryeo’ dynasty to 'Kodeukjong'
of early era of 'Chosun’ dynasty.

Political idea of the 'Chosun’ dynasity was different from that of
'Koryeo’. The former encouraged more 'Yugyo’ than any other
religious idea such us the 'Buddhism’. 'Chosun’ dynasity also showed
a severe inclination to the scholaric personnels rather than the martial
ones. 'Yuhak (Confusianist school)’ itself became one of the important
educational facility through out the country. But this kind of social
aspect was not so favorable to the development of politics.

'Kodeukjong’ wrote down his educational thoughts in ’Joryesibgejo’
and it became a prototype In Jeju 'Yuhak' society. He was officially
awarded a vassal of merit in 1460, 6th year of 'Sejo’ and In 1843, 9th
yvear of 'Hyeonjong’ the governor of Jeju 'Leewonjo’ set a shrine for
the memories of 'Kodeukjong'.

'Kimyangpil’ inherited the philosophy of 'Kimjeong’ who had been
exiled to Jeju in 1519 for the alleged connection of 'Kimyosahwa’'. The
idea of 'Kimjeong’' made a principal protocol in Jeju 'Yuhak’ school
and disciplined numerous 'Yuseng (confucianist pupils)’ and

calligraphers there. 'Chusa’s coming in as an exiled was one of the
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remarkable event for the calligraphic society of Jeju in 1840. 'Megye
Leehanjin’ who had studied under 'Chusa’ taught a great scholar
'Kimseokik’ and  after 'Hongjongsi’ invented a unique -calligraphic
style of 'Yeonnongche’.

After the end of a long japanese seizure, the calligraphic scene in
Jeju had been led by the artists who had studied abroad. They formed
some kind of artist group and this was the beginning of an
outstanding development in calligraphy in Jeju. Nowaday there are
many of artists who has unique and creative style. It means that the
future of the calligraphic society of Jeju island is very prosperous.

One of the prominent result of this report was to have found the
calligraphic originality such as 'Honghwagak’ and 'Honghwagakgi’.
Even though it has been written 570 years ago, the style of the
'Honghwagakgi’ is so clear that there is no doubt for anyone to take

it as a tutorial model.

There is no denying that it never is an easy job to study the
procedure and the history of formative calligraphy. But I dared to start
the job hopping to be able to create a simple milestone in calligraphic
society of Jeju. One of the most important thing I found is that the
remaining rocks with letters on it and the epitaphs, or some of
calligraphic plates are always ready to say the various kind of things
such as procedure of formation in style. I would like to have an

another opportunity to go further in this regard.
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