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ABSTRACT

Cultural Memory and Film’s Representation

on Trauma of the Jeju 4-3

453
Department of Cultural Studies
The Graduate School

Chung—-Ang University

Painful events in modern Korean history such as war and genocide have
left deep scars on and Korean society. Memories as a scar not only damage
individual ideology but also remain in legal norms to threaten society.
Therefore, liquidation of the past should be performed to create a collective
identity by healing these memories as a scar. This will be form a basis for
creating a desirable society.

This study approached the Jeju 4-3 based on this awareness. The Jeju
4-3 was a series of events to show a dark side and contradiction in state
formation right after the Independence of Korea and to clearly expose the
violent aspects of modern Korean history. In addition, with regard to the
Jeju 4-3, large projects for liquidation of the past were conducted in the
early 2000s. It can be said that this clearly describes how the Korean
soclety 1s facing the uncomfortable past.

The subject of this paper was to examine how the Jeju 4:3 has been

remembered in the Korean society. For this purpose, recently produced
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films related to the Jeju 4:3 were determined as research material. As a
medium to represent the past, films are the most developed genre at the
present time and are important media to influence the perception of the
past. Moreover, representation of the past in films provides an indication
of social memories and cultural conventions of a society. Based on the
availability of films, this paper examines how the Jeju 4-3 is now
remembered in the Korean society through four films that were produced

after the 2000s: <4-:3 Story>, <Sadness in Beauty>, <dJiseul>, and <Jeju
Prayer>.

This paper deals with the representation of the Jeju 4-3 in the
previously formed semantic structure. The memories of the Jeju 43 as a
trauma in the horrible experiences at the time of the incident and the
subsequent state violence faced changes through the projects for
liquidation of the past. On the other hand, however, the trauma has not
been fully resolved or properly reflected due to the limitations of
liquidation of the past and incomplete mourning.

These conditions can be found in films. The four films in this paper
remind us of the Jeju 43 and prevent forgetting it by leading it in the
past back into the present. On the other hand, these films fail to focus
on the problem ‘why such an incident happened’, but represent the Jeju
4-3 with an emphasis on the history of suffering of the victims. This
representation can be understood by the problem of ‘acting out’ on
historical trauma proposed by Dominick LaCapra.

According to him, it can be considered that the representation of acting
out 1s fixated with the primary damage and represented it without being
able to approach the problem causing trauma. These aspects of acting out
are also found in the films related to the Jeju 4-3 in this paper.

Currently, this exposes memories of the Jeju 4-3 in Korean society in
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that representation of the past in the films shows social memories and

cultural conventions of a society.

Keywords : The Jeju 4-3, liquidation of the Past, cultural memory, trauma,

Jiseul, acting out
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