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ABSTRACT

Missionary Sending of the Early Korean Church to the island

of Jeju and Shantung in China.

Min, Kyung Woon
Department of Mission Theology
The Graduate School

Presbyterian University and Theological Seminary

On Sept. 17, 1907, the Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in
Korea was organized. By the time the Korean Presbyterian Church
decided to send Rev. Ye Keui Poong as a missionary to Jeju. In 5 years
the First General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Korea was
established on September 1st, 1912. During the First General Assembly
Meeting of the Early Korean Church it was decided to send missionaries
to China. At that time Rev. Park Tai-ro, Sah Byung-soon, Kim
Young-Hoon were selected as missionaries during the 2th General
Assembly in 1913. They, together with their families, set sail for the
mission field in late September of the same year. This was the just
beginning of the first official foreign mission of the Korean Church.

The most important purpose of the inauguration of the First
Independent Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church of Korea was to
constitute the ruling organization, the Presbytery, in order to ordain the
Korean People to the ministry. If there weren't Korean ordained pastors
among the Korean Church, the Church couldn't be truly called as the
Korean Church. Also, in commemorating the inauguration of the National

Presbytery the Korean Church sent Rev. Ye Keui Poong as a missionary
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to Jeju island. The meaning of sending Rev. Ye as a missionary to Jeju
was the self-supporting declaration of the Korean Church. The mission
to Jeju Island was a sign of joy to the organization of the Presbytery and
a "Thank-Offering" to God's grace. Rev. Ye Keui Poong was regarded as
a thank-offering which the Korean Church offered to God. All of the
Korean Church supported the missionary Rev. Ye and one or two
evangelists who accompanied him. That the various churches in Korea
collected a thank offering in behalf of the mission to Jeju was the
affirmation that all of the Korean Church fully became the
self-supporting church. Through the mission to Jeju the Korean
Presbyterian Church could really stand with their feet. This spirit of the
self-supporting church would be the motivation to the First General
Assembly of the Korean Presbyterian Church which started to send
missionaries to China in five years. The mission to Shantung China was
launched by the time the auguration of the First General Assembly. In 5
years from the organization of the First Independent Presbytery the
Korean Presbyterian local churches would grow very rapidly. That was
why the First Assembly could be constituted. After the organization of
the first independent presbytery the Korean Church significantly kept on
growing quantitatively and qualitatively for the five years. And also the
Korean Church grew and matured in spirituality. Above all the Korean
Church would be developed to be the self-supporting church more than
ever before. The mission to Shantung was the declaration of the Korean
Church that it became more self-supporting than the first Presbytery's
period.

In 1912 at the inaugural meeting of the General Assembly, one of the
most important resolutions was to send missionaries to China. The
mission to Shantung was the commemoration and celebration of the

establishment of the General Assembly. It was also in gratitude to God
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for the organization of the Assembly. The Korean Church began to have
the confidence that we could give influence to China through the Gospel
and felt that the time had come to pay back the spiritual debt of
gratitude to the Lord for the blessings she had received through the
Presbyterian missionaries. Therefore the Korean Church had decided to
send three families to Shantung China. Especially these three
missionaries who were sent to Shantung were very qualified and
prominent ministers in the Korean Church at that time. Those three
missionaries were likewise the thank offering of the Korean Church to
God. And also through these missionaries the Korean Church declared
her power of the Gospel to the China and all of the countries. On
selecting the first foreign mission field, the Korean Presbyterian Church
conferred with the American Presbyterian missionaries in Korea and in
China, and with the China Presbytery. Also, when the b5th General
Assembly of the Korean Church equally conferred with the Shantung
Presbytery it was then decided to transfer the membership of the Korean
missionaries from the Korean Assembly to Shantung Presbytery. The
Korean foreign missionaries were ordered from the Assembly not to set
up a separate church in Shantung but to cooperate with the Chinese
church from the beginning of the missionary work in China. Thus the
Korean Church completely decided to move the membership of the
Korean missionaries to the Shantung Presbytery. All of these decisions
came out of the self-supporting spirit that we, the Korean People, could
govern our Korean Church. The most definite evidence about the
self-supporting spirit was that the Korean Church collected the offering
to support the missionaries. Especially the collection for the mission to
Shantung as direct proof.

The Board of Missions in the First General Assembly of the Korean

Church overtured that all of the national churches in Korea should keep
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one day of the year as a thanksgiving day and the whole amount of the
offering was to be sent to the Mission Board and to be used for the
Shantung mission fund. Each Thanksgiving Day should be observed as
"foreign mission day" among the all of the Korean Church. The Korean
Presbyterian Church decided to keep the arrival day of the first
missionary to Korea as the thanksgiving day and collected all the
offerings from the churches in Korea. And according to the decision of
the General Assembly the Korean Church offered and made the mission
funds with all their heart. Several organizations as well as churches
were offering for the mission. This collection of the mission fund said
that the mission was the self-supporting declaration of the Korean
Church.

The real self-supporting declaration of the church was not that the
church can govern the church by her own income without any help
from outside, but that the church start the mission, by the time the
church could become the self-supporting church. Therefore a
self-supporting church or a self-governing church is a missionary
sending church.

So the Jeju mission and Shantung mission was the self-supporting
declaration of all of the Korean Presbyterian Church. Missionary sending
is the confirmation of self-supporting in the Early Korean Church.
Whenever the Korean missionaries to Jeju and Shantung faced so many
great hardships in their mission field, they endured all kinds of the
sufferings and dedicated themselves for mission because they knew the
self-supporting spirit. As a result of those dedications the Korean
Church would be the power of the mission all over the countries in the
world. Therefore we never forget that missionary sending of the Early
Korean Church to Jeju and Shantung was the self-supporting declaration

of the Korean Church.
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Key words: mission, the Jeju Mission, the Shantung Mission,
self-supporting mission, missionary sending, Early missionary, China

mission.
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