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Abstract

A Study on Traditional Early Childhood Education

in Jeju

Mi-hye Moon

Early Childhood Education Major
Graduate School of Education

Tamna University

Advisor: Kyeong-hwa Lee, Ed. D.

The purpose of this study was to examine the characteristics of early
childhood education in Jeju in conjunction with the features of its
traditional society by utilizing interview method. The research questions
were as follows:

First, what types of plays were traditionally enjoyed by young children
in Jeju?

Second, in which way were early childhood basic life habits were guided
in Jeju?

Third, what was traditional psychotherapy based on folk belief in Jeju?

The subjects in this study were 134 elder women, with whom individual
semi-standardized interview was held to obtain information on
early—childhood plays, basic life habits guidance, psycho- therapy based on
popular belief and sorceress role associated with child rearing. The

collected data were categorized by the standard of similarity, and
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multiple-response frequency and percentage were calculated.

The major findings of this study were as follows:

First, in traditional Jeju society, early childhood plays served as a
vehicle to get along with others without relying on parents who were
busy, and vyoung children in that region Wwere active and
independence-minded. The type of materials that were easily accessible in
nature were used as play stuffs.

Second, regarding basic life habits guidance, there was no specific
efforts to teach young children about eating and sleeping. Young children
naturally learned how to lead a life when they were exposed to family
life.

Third, conventional folk psychotherapy depended on female shamans,
who were believed to have some power. Home remedies applied to young
children were rather a sort of comfort, whose effects are difficult to prove.
The folk psychotherapy seemed to help them feel at ease, no matter
whether it actually worked or not.

The following conclusion was reached on the basis of the above-
mentioned findings:

Firs, early childhood plays in conventional Jeju were part of
independence-oriented culture that could help children establish amicable
interpersonal relations in natural setting.

Second, there was no particular educational efforts to guide basic life
habits, but young children acquired them on their own while living with
their family members, and this could be called a community-oriented
culture.

Third, the folk psychotherapy that was widespread in Jeju was a mirror
of the mentality of the residents who sought comfort in a transcendental

being to survive all sorts of sufferings, hardships and overcome
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disadvantageous living condition.
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