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ABSTRACT

A Study on the History of Development in Korean Wind

Music in Jeju Island and Jeju Summer Band Festival

by Kim, ji hye
Major in Wind Music
The Graduate School of Kyungwon University
Advisor prof. Kim, Hyun Sook

Jeju has been geographically an important spot of China, Japan and
other North—-South Asia and the heads of the world have had summit
meetings there and it has been widely known as the island of peace in
the world. However, the importance of history has been recently more
emphasized than ever before due to the Japanese distortion of history
textbook, Japanese absurd opinions on Dokdo and the historical
distortion of China on Goguryeo and Chinese dongbukgongjeong. The
reason for having such problems would primarily lie in failing to notice
the importance of our history and we would not establish the concept
of Thistory properly and we were not verified and authorized
domestically and internationally.

This study examined the development process of Western music in
Korea and attempted to establish the history of Korean brass music in
Jeju based on the said historical background. Obviously, as a study
with regards to the history of music, it was not simply limited to the

historical background or past history. It also dealt with music festivals
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and brass-related festivals held recently in Jeju (Jeju Band Festival,
Jeju Summer Band Festival, Ensemble Festival and Asia & Pacific
Band Directors’ Association).

Before looking closely into the background of Jeju brass music, this
study investigated the history of Korean brass as below. In 1876,
Joseon Dynasty formed a good relationship with Japan and opened its
gate to Japan and entered into a Korea—USA pact on May 22, 1882.
Then, the King Gojong who was intimidated by three neighboring
powerful countries such as Qing Dynasty, Russia and Japan recognized
that it would be urgent to establish a Korean military troop. Meanwhile,
the King Gojong dispatched envoys with the central figure like Min
Younghwan in the coronation of the Russian Emperor Nicolai II in May
1896 and our envoys were impressed by the performance of the
Western music and military band in the coronation ceremony. After
their returning to Joseon Dynasty, Min Younghwan suggested to have
a military band so as to operate the military command efficiently while
pursuing a military reform bill. As a result, Joseon Dynasty decided to
purchase Russian military musical instruments in Mar. 1897 and started
its first military band named 'Gokhodae (BHHTF%)'29 This could be the
beginning of the Korean brass band. It has been generally believed that
the beginning of brass in Jeju was in the middle of the 1930s during
the Japanese invasion. Due to the then Japanese educational policy,
more Botong schools (modern day "primary schools”) were founded,

starting from the foundation of 4 schools in 1923 and increasing into 20

29) Chuiju band, established at the end of Joseon Dynasty. It was formed and
used in the military marches and rites when a new-type military training
was adopted since 1881 (Gojong 19). The musical instruments used were
bugles and drums.
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or so in the middle of the 1930s. Meanwhile, brass band activities
started at schools by the necessity of militaristic education and military
training. Then, after the Second World War and defeat of Japanese
Imperialism, the brass band activities were suspended for a while.
However, a school band with 15 band members at Jeju Middle School
was founded by Kim Gukbae in 1946.30 Korean War in 1950 had a
great impact on Jeju Island and many musicians took refuges into Jeju
and Jeju was greatly influenced by them. In addition, the military band
at the training camp of military army began its activities and the brass
band of Ohyeon High School was founded in 1951 and the school bands
of Jeju Girls" High School, Seogwi Middle School, Pyoseon Middle
School and Sehwa Middle School were followed. In such a historical
background, one of the representative music festivals in Jeju - Jeju
Summer Band Festival- was developed and it has been one of the
fascinating cultural tourist festivals in Jeju through brass that has been
known to the world. The socio—economic synergy effects owing to 2004
Jeju Summer Band Festival could be divided into the produced effects,
employment and income. The total produced effects were 4.46 billion
won along with the increase of 2.7 billion won in consumption expenses
of participants and of 0.5 billion won in facility investment and 224
persons were employed and there was 3.08 billion won of income effec
.30 What could be recognized through Jeju Summer Band Festival was
that wvaluable assets in the region could eventually bring social and

economic synergy effects and such results were because of the

30) Jwa Unguk, Jeju Culture and Arts Year Book, Jeju Music Yesterday and
Today, 1988, p. 108-122.

31) Research report from Jeju Culture & Art Foundation, [A Study on the
Effects of Jeju Summer Band Festival on the Cultural, Artistic and Social
Environment in Jejul, p76. 2004.
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activities of brass bands in our difficult times and our senior musicians
who have preserved and developed such tradition and history to the
present and native brass players in Jeju who have succeeded their
spirits.

This study investigated the history of brass and brass band in Jeju
from their introduction to the present with the aid of various data and
examined the history of Jeju Summer Band Festival, too.

The researcher of this study attempted to compare the history of Jeju
brass in the past and currently ongoing musical events and the future
vision beyond the summary of the past history accumulated by many
senior musicians. It is hoped that this study will become a foundation

of the development of Jeju brass in the future.
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