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ABSTRACT
A STUDY ON THE FOLK SCONGS IN JEJU ISLAND

- THROUGH THE LIFE OF THE DISTRICT -

YANG KYE GYEONG
Major in Korean Lanugage Education
Graduate School of Eucation

Sung XKyun Kwan University

Tt is with the folk songs that we recite the feelings of our
pecple. We can find the nature, district temper, and custcome in
vallads since they have simple and plain appearance of our nation
with everlasting history of the nation and as a companion of the
people's life. All the transmitted civilian life is integrated
in ballads. Like most civilian transmission, they are directly
connected with 21! the area of people's life., When we look upen
the ballads as one of the songs which have formed from national 1l1ife,
we can see the charactzristics of our nation, and in a narrow
semse the ways or the views of life, In Jeju Island they have not
so much farmland, so they usually live on food from the sea.
Therefore they work harder than the people in the main land and

they are hard-working, diligent and sincere, help one another and



- -105 -

cooperative when one is in need. Go they have teen tempted to
ging spontaneous songs when they are at work in cooperation.
Therefore most of the folk songs in Jeju Island are ballads

with work.

Please don't speak ill of them in cas=2 they sing.
Since the work is too difficult <o do, we soothe
ourselves with songs,

We work hard bending.

We work hard standing.

We try to overcome the hard work with songs.

It may be the songs about the difficulty in the physical
labor, and at the same time they calmed their mind with their
spontansous songs. Jeju Island is one of the islands which hag
fluent ballads and peopls there have been sung hundreds of
ballads, Jeju Island has not only the pure ballads of the Island, b
also the great Hanla Mountain and a large area of field and the
free horses in the field. In Jeju Island so- called the Shepherds
who have been cowboys take care of the horses and cows. When
they control the cows and horses by means of gathering and dis-

persing, they utter some strange voices like "Ah-" or "Oh-".
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But in fact the voices make the animals move, scatier and
get together. So these voices may be saic to have been the ori-
ginality of the folk scngs befcore it had the words of songs. It
can be believed that the folk scongs there might have come from
the voices in the Island where they have many saying good-byes

end just utter them cut of poor life and the hard labor,

The analysis and consclidation »of these Jeju Island folk

songs are followed :

1. Jeju Island folk songs are characterised by the peculiar

terminclogy on account of the district characters and dilect area.

2. They are well influenced by the customs of 1life and the

characters of country life.

3. In straighvzened circumstances in order 1o earn living
they were likely to work hard — that made them sing ballads of

labor with represented their diligence.

4. Geographically and politically Jeju Island was inevi-
tably unfaborable ard the pecple in it had been used to recei-

ving its inevitability of the circumstances.



-107-

5. Jeju Island has been called the Tsland which is rich in
three kinds. One of them is numerous women. Sc it is natural

that women should be active and we could find there are more folk schgs

for women than men,

Now we have an opportunity to consider how the reople of
the island have lived and felt throughout the characteristic
folk songs and ethnic customs of the island, and how they should
live under the present circumstances, We know well that there
have been many folk sSongs sung by cur Koreans. But the reason T
lay an emphasi=z on the folk songs of Jeju Island is that I can
find the folk songs of the island rather peculiar on account of
the peculiar customs and ways of life- there is, I believe, a
deep correlation between their life and folk songs. But their
ways of life and linguistic usage have been changed into those
of the main land rapidly, I guess. Tt informs us of the fact

that the folk songs of the island have been disappeared.

And the mcst major factors of the disappearance of them:

T, In our school education the supply of state books

has made them use the standard language like the people of the
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main land,

2. The development of transportation and cultural inter-
change between the island and the main land have made them have

the same ways of life.

3. The inflow of foreign culture has pushed away the

proper culture of the island people,

Here we should gather cur cultural remanins of our ancestors
and conserve and enlighten them for our future life. Today many
of us are tempted to forget the 1ife, the history, and the tradi-
tional culture of our ancestors. I am afraid we may forget that
we have our own history, culture, and tradition, HNow we have
great duty and responsibility to conserve cur tradition aand cul-
ture. And I am positive that this study on the folk songs has a

great meanirg.



