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The signification process of cultural space

from the perspective of performances

Case by Jeju Stone Park
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Abstract

Cultural space in Korea increased by thirty five percentage over the
last five years(2005-2010). It is because of central government policy
focusing on hardware and province government heads’ desire to show
off their accomplishment. As a result, homogeneous and standardized
scenery elements without individuality are produced nationwide, which
is just like what E. Relph says. It shows characteristics of making
standardized scenery that ignores spatial importance and also shows
phenomena to carelessly damage specific space.

This paper shows how empty space turns into place full of
meanings, through the process of Jeju Stone Park construction. Jeju
Stone Park started being constructed by a collector’'s commitment, Baek
Un Cheol who had collected stone and the roots of trees throughout
his whole life. He changed his career from a stage actor to a collector
through several experience and chances in his twenties. Even though
his life as a collector was tough, he was able to endured it since he
had a strong belief that valuable cultural heritages in Jeju Island are
not supposed to be taken out of the island. Due to his belief and
assistance from others, he was able to collect numerous objects like
odd stone and the root of tree until the late 1990s.

Donating all of them to Jeju province, the collector refused to receive
financial compensation or honor. Instead, he required that the
provincial government give him authority to supervise the construction
process of Jeju Stone Park. He is a supervisor at Jeju Stone Park,
designing physical space of the Park and producing cultural contents.
His activities can be said kind of performance in that he tried to
realize dramatic plan of which he dreamed from his twenties. Also, his

whole life reminds us Turners’s social drama since his activities, from



collecting objects to making Jeju Stone Park, shows process to
coordinate social crisis and integrate it. This paper argues that the way
of space mystification and of making identity of place basically comes
from a collector's dramatic recognition and his intermediary life

position.
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