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Ph. D. Thesis

Study on Sino-Korean Poems Regarding

Jeju in Chosun Dynasty

Young - geun Boo
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Graduate School
Yeungnam University

(Supervised by Professor Hyul-jo Kim)

Abstract

Jeju island is far away from the mainland, so it was very difficult for other
people than public officials or special visitors to visit the island across the sea
before the marine transportation means was improved approximately 100 years
ago. Accordingly, the island had to accommodate many exiles during the Chosun
Dynasty because the top statesmen thought the isolation as a good condition of
banishment.

As for the brief history of Jeju island, until Goryo dynasty the central
government could not control the island completely because of poor transportation
means, and resistance of local powers, and this ironically contributed to the
formation of unique culture of Jeju. In Chosun dynasty, however, it became
subject to the central government completely, and was exposed to the exploitation
and despotism. This made Jeju a hopeless land, impoverishing the life of the local

habitants. We can still find the remnant of such evil practices conducted in the
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Chosun dynasty here and there.

Anyway, during the period of Chosun dynasty, some officials, exiles and
several visitors had been to Jeju, and they left many works regarding Jeju. To
understand what Jeju actually looked like at that time via study of Sino-Korean
poems regarding Jeju, it is inevitable to survey the entire works regarding Jeju. In
this context, this thesis, aiming to identify the faithful shape of ancient Jeju,
classified the types of visitors to Jeju into three groups - officials (represented by
Kim Sang-Heon and Lee Hyung-Sang and Shin Gwang-Su), exiles (Kim
Choon-Taek and Kim Jeong-Hee) and analyzed the Sino-Korean poems contained
in their collections of works, or the individual works contained in separate
collections or transcribed ones which depicted Jeju's landscape.

As a result, the present author could see what Jeju really looked like in those
days, and widened the understanding of Jeju’'s special culture. I think that the
result of this study will contribute to the development of local culture in the age
of localization, and help us, the modern people to have an insight into the past.
Finally, I hope that many subsequent and excellent studies would follow based on
such information so that we can appreciate the literature of Jeju from the even
higher level, by studying not only the Sino-Korean poems describing Jeju's

landscape but also the many works across the entire genres.

Key words: local literature, official literature, exile literature, Kim Sang-heon,

Lee Hyung-sang, Shin Kwang-soo, Jeong On, Kim Choon-taek, Kim Jeong-hee
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