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ABSTRACT

An Analysis on Meanings of Symbols

in the Structure of Jeju Myths

Boo, Young Ran

Major in Philosophy Education
Graduate School of Education
Korea National University of Education

Chung-Buk, KOREA

Supervised by Professor Han, Sang Woo, Ph. D.

What does a myth mean to us in modern time? This question is related
to the fact that a myth involves the universality as an archetype of human
thinking system. Ancient mythological thinking does not work differently
from modern logical thinking - there is only a difference in the use of
symbolic marks. In the mythological thinking prior to the philosophical
thinking, the domain of sense is not separated from that of reason any
longer. Though the combination of mythemes seems to be accidental, the
myths are always classified by the rule of unconsciousness. So the myth

never fails to involve the factors of recognition. After all, the myths result
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from human common efforts to overcome the gaps between nature and
culture, between sense and reason, and between living and thinking.

The writer tries to promote a better understanding on the basic question
"What is a human being?” by analyzing the structure of Jeju myths and the
relationship of many myths from around the world, and finding out the
archetype of human thinking system inherent in many myths. Analyzing
myths in the structuralism viewpoint of Claude Levi-strauss makes it
possible to find out the archetype of thinking system concealed in mutually
different myths by systematizing the logic structure of peculiar, distributive
myths in a whole frame. In addition, it establishes the meaning and value
of myths fairly by suggesting to us the future-oriented thinking with which
we can view the whole things equally on the basis of universality. In this
whole course, the structure rises above time and space, acting as a
pathway connecting the Orient with the Occident, and connecting the past
with the present. Therefore reading myths is reading and finding out the
meaning of human existence.

In this thesis, the writer tries to analyze the symbol system and the
meaning of Jeju myths from the structuralism viewpoint about myths,
trying to bring out whether there is identity between the symbol system of
Jeju myths and the structuralism logic inherent in Korean ancient myths or
not and whether there are similarities between the symbolic pattern of Jeju
myths and the universal thought pattern of human beings or not. The
result is that Jeju myths are composed of three basic factors - sky, land
and humanbeing or sky, land and water, like Korean ancient myths. The

mythemes have the type of ’ternary structure based on dual opposition
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structure” too. Besides, the writer can realize that the Jeju myths correspond
to our people’s tendency for the present world and thought for life-respect.

In this research, the writer can have confidence that Jeju myths lie in the
same category with Korean ancient myths and belong to wuniversal,
common thinking way of human beings. For all that, it does not mean that
the peculiarity of Jeju myths disappear. The reason is that myth reflect
specific thinking and regional characteristics of group enjoying myths. After
all, the writer tries to find out the archetypes of human thinking system
with the text of myth on the basis of the fact that we can grasp the
universality and the peculiarity by structure.

It is not certain whether human beings become all the better for the
development of technique culture in these days. The way of understanding
humans through myths will give us a chance to regret the reason-centered,
scientific thinking way and the Occident-centered cultural superiority.
Besides it will get back the domain of sense to dull human relationships
and will take humans to the place of reconciliation beyond the regional

peculiarity.

% A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Korea National
University of Education in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the

degree of Master of Education (Philosophy Education) in February, 2004,
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