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Abstract

A Study on the Festive Characteristics of the

Young-deung Gut in Je-ju Island

Han, You-jin
Department of Korean Language and Literature

The Graduate School of Ewha Womans University

This research is about Young-deung Gut of Je-ju island. In this
research, by conforming the traditional forms of Young-deung Gut, 1 clarify
that the Young-deung Gut is a ritual which has the nature of an original
form of a festival. In this regard, I tried to manifest festive characters of
Young-deung Gut. Youngdeng-Gut is a community’s ritual praying for the
safety and richness of female divers, which is held every year on the lunar
calendar, February 1. So far, Young-deung Gut managed to maintain the
archetype of a ritual from which most of the festival is originated in Korea
has been well transmitted. For this reason, Young-deung Gut has been noticed
as a ritual containing the principles of festival.

When Young-deung Gut started is not clear. However, based on the
existing researches, ie., Jeung—-bo-top-la—zi and Sin-Jeung-dong-kuk-yo-zi

-seung-ram, it has been identified that the ritual was performed before the
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Cho-seon Dynasty. In addition, ‘Yak-ma—hue’, which is commonly referred in
the previous mentioned two literatures, is the past form of the current
‘Bae-bang-sun’ which is a step of sending Young-deung God and contains
‘Gyeong-Jo' event which disappears in current ‘Bae-bang-sun’. These
differences show up the today’'s course of sending God is more simplified
than past. In this way, the procedure of Young-deung Gut is simplified rather
than the past. Even though the almost no change exists in the framework of a
original form of Young-deung Gut, it is clear that the situation may change
the procedure a little bit.

Because Young-deung Gut does not have Bon-pul-yi about
Young-deung God, 1 have to determine the characteristics and histories of
Young-deung God through four different myths collected in the meantime. In
these myths, Young-deung God is revealed as a guest god visiting from
outside and, unlike a folk belief, assumed as the male sex. The process of
acquiring the divinity through the death of Young-deung God is not only
associated with the productivity and abundance but also with the power to call
the wealth. In this regard, the death of Young-deung God means more than
the preliminary procedure of a resurrection.

Young-deung Gut 1s the community’s ritual of which the festive
nature reveals more pliable through the existence of God. So ‘community’s
Sin-myeng (ecstasy)’ appears in Young-deung Gut is an emanation of the joy
and excitement of the participants who get definite answers from God. And at
the same time that is expression of feelings of unity and harmony enjoying
with God. Especially, this community’s Sin-myeng is revealed at the ritual
step so called as ‘Seo-woo—jet-so-ri'. Seo—woo—jet—so-ri done repeatedly in
the course of Young-deung Gut takes a role to make characters of shamanism
change to festive characters. And also it highlights up the characteristics of

festival.
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Among the current courses of Young-deung Gut, ‘Young-gam-nol-yi'
1S a new ritual step accepted by the Chil-meu-ri-dang Young-deung Gut. In
the process of this acceptance, Young-gam-nol-yi of which the original
contents and form were to treat the disease was to accept the changes of the
purpose to pray the safety and the big catch. Depending on the flow of time,
the characteristics of Young-gam-nol-yi as a shamanism 1is gradually
attenuated. On the other hand, the characteristics as a playing is getting
stronger. The characteristics of Young-gam-nol-yi as a playing causes
excitement and laughter to the people who participate in Chil-meu-ri-dang
Young-deung Gut and is finished with Seo-woo—jet-so-ri at the end of that
event. Young-gam-nol-yi shows a internalization of the people’s Sin-myeng.
1s another step of the ritual representing Young-deung God's activity seeding
in the sea and the plains during two weeks of stay in Je-ju island. In
'Ssi-deu-rim’ step, female divers revive the acts of God directly. by this
experience seeding in the sea, they come to face the existence of God more
vividly and also by doing a direct act of God, they become to participate in
the ritual with a strong faith.

The process of Young-deung Gut, during female divers directly
experience the active participations and have the opportunities to switch to a
new lives by clearing their past lives and filling insert new lives. From the
perspective of the shamanism procedure and the forms of participation of
female drivers, it is obvious that Young-deung Gut contains the principles of
the festival. Young-deung Gut of Je-ju island is the ritual in which the bond
with a shaman so called as Sim-bang (shaman), the consensus of female
divers and the shamanism inevitably associated with the occupation get joined
together. Because of the such strong foundation of traditional culture,
Young-deung Gut has a significant meaning as the ritual succeeding the

tradition of the festival.
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