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Abstract

A Study on the 'Cheju 4 - 3 Scorched-Earth Plan’ and the
Massacre
- The Role and the Responsibility of US -

Ham, Oak-keum
Social Education Major, Graduate School of Education,

Cheju University

Thesis advisor: Professor Han, Seok-ji

"Real Fact report on the 4 -3 incident” of the government as of October 15,
2003 defined the 4 - 3 incident as ’the behavior of human right devastation by
national public power’. According to the report, the victims including death and
disappearance were estimated 25,000 ~ 30,000, and 80% of the victims were
generated during the execution of middle mountain village scorched earth
through the forceful suppression of the army over 6 months. What brought
about such a crucial massacre in this small island located in the top southern
extremity part in Korea Peninsula? What are the role and the responsibility of
US? Now, these questions are to be rightly addressed. For this, this study set
the following questions.

1. In what aspect the US policies on Korean Peninsula and political and
social conflict for the construction of a new country in the independence region
area were developed?

2. What was the aspect of the role and responsibility of US in the process
of occurrence and development of Cheju 4 - 3 incident?

3. In the'Scorched-Earth Plan’ in Cheju-do executed right after the
establishment of Republic of Korea, what were the background and the reason
US had cided and executed the such a massacre? and, What is the reponsibili
& of US?

This study was intended to make the above questions clear through
identification of international political background before and after the world war
II, the situation in the Korean Peninsula before and after its independence, and
the background and the responsibility of the massacre executed by national



public power. What was explored in the above process are as follows.

Firstly, US’s policy on the Korean Peninsula in the independence region was
to construct an anti—-communism breakwater in Korea by pushing on its
fundamental policy,that is, 'to establish Korean government that is advantageous
to US and of anti-Russia’.

Secondly, in the early independence political situation, US identified the cause
of shooting incident in Cheju on March 1 and the consequent general strike as
the residents’ hatred toward the behavior of policemen, but out of prejudice that
Cheju is an contaminated and impure island in ideology US threw it into relief
as the communists’ instigation only and handled it forcefully. Due to the
occurrence of 4 -3 and the voycott of 5- 10 election, conflict with US military
administration went to extremity.

Thirdly, the middle of November in 1948 when the massacre was decided in
the 'scorched-earth plan’ and executed in Cheju-do right after the establishment
of Republic of Korea was such a period that division had been being fixed and
the drawback of US army was on the debate, with each hostile regime entered
South and North Korea. Lee Seung-man power tried to finish by forcing a
scorched-earth plan for the reason of ’'anti—-communism, the domestic problem
which might have caused a legitimacy dispute in getting approval as a
government from UN , especially the Cheju-do incident which had carried out a

’

voycott against 'the 5 - 10 general election

Also, US designed in advance ’a scorched-earth(A program of Mass
slaughter)’, and in the US army report, evaluated the performance of regiment 9
as successful, which had burned the middle mountain to ground and slaughtered
the unarmed civilians. Also, US backed and supported the Korean government
executing the massacre in which it mobilized the national violence bodies such
as army and West-North Youth Group in cleansing the leftists to overcome its
political crisis.

Eventually, for the execution of Cheju 4 - 3 subduing plan, US was primarily
responsible. Most of all, the foremost responsibility of US for that massacre was
that it drove the Cheju 4 - 3 to the confrontation of ideologies out of dichotomy
viewpoint of the leftism and the rightism from the intension of building a
anti-communism barrier in the Korean peninsula as a part of cold war plan.

Now, the massive slaughter in Cheju 4 - 3 leaves us a task to define it as a
genocide that is not restricted in the deadline of public action in the
international law. This is up to the next researchers.
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